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Hthia the past two years WCRTMAN has built a new expensive hone • 
at 2 SuasriLt 1 venue, Collinsville, Illinois, in the Morris Hones Addition skibh 
location is actually located in St. Clair County and which hone has been 
reliably reported as having cost over $1D0»000 
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Collinsville 2273? Collinsville, Illinois, this number being 

bdt ^7qot f® ibe identification record of ffiiwt wartuiw m.i %. 

FBI #739186, as furnished by the Bureau on September % lj® ' 
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Office M 
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^ • UNITED S' 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 


DATE: 



April 2f,?|$>U7l ..71. | 



SUBJECT: 


C, SPRINGFIELD (9U-81A) 


GUF 

(TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE) 


Re SA^iette 
25, 1953. 



y 


i /P ' L. 



^ <7 ^ "7 O 0 (D j / 

53—58 and mylets dated September 25 ahd November^ j 


m accordance'with instructions set out in referenced SAC^XBtfter 
it should be pointed out to the Bureau that FRANK. 
a top hoodlum of the Springfield Office, is presently in the City 
Jail at St. Louis, Missouri, where he was placed by FederaflJttdge 
1D0KE following his being cited for being in contempt of ^Uurt. 
The St. Louis Office has furnished details of this to tbe Bpreau, 
and no other information is available at this Office concerning 
this matter. / ; 


There is no additional inf orat ion in this f ile_r^ 
'.VDRTMAN'S aetivities, 


]o1& 







VTAMMKD FORM 


Office 


I'M • UNITED 


TO i DI?d£T0R, FBI 


GOVERNMENT 


DATE: U-15-5U 


prom i SAC, ST. LOUIS (33-931-5) 


m 


TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 
GII?, ST. LOUIS DIVISION 


Remylet 9—23—5i* submitting the nape of FRANK YiOKTMAN /<A. 


.Si 


K\ / 


’•3U3TLR" as top hoodlum in the St. Lptfis Division. Relet Springfield o 
Bureau dated 11-25-53* 5^^ 

^[hg following is ^^Clmmary Nof information in the St. Louis files 
concerning FRANK ! 'Bu3ioA^HpElxAh, tBl No. 739loo. 

I. PE. 10 JNAL HISTORY AND BACKGROUND 


Another newsDaper report reflected that FRANK »•ORTLiAN was arrested 
with Illinois gangster Known as "BLACKlp" on a fugitive warrant 

^ A- v. , _ A _ 


cc^^^ Soringfield (9U-31A) 


■m 63 - 
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SL 33-93E5 


charging him with assault on a Federal prohibition agent, theft of Govern¬ 
ment property, and participation in release of a Federal Prisoner, 
newspaper account reflected that five prohibition agents identified hQRTMAN 
as the man who struck and knocked down one of them in an attack near 
Collinsville, Illinois on September 25, 1932. WORTMAN's bond was fixed at 
$25,000 by the United States Commissioner at Springfield, Illinois, wnere 
the original warrant was issued. 



II. CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES, ASSOCIATES, LEGITIMATE 
AKb ILLEGITIMATE BUSINESSES_ 
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On March 3, 1951, CHARLES B. LUBBbS testified before theSenate 
Crime Committee concerning the vast bootlegging business in the dry states, 
conducted from Southern Illinois. This witness said that WORTMAN was a 
business associate of HYiilE'wBBbJS who sent truckloads of whiskey to dry 
states from Cairo, I llino is and that he met VfORTMAN many times at the East 
St* _^uis Office of the Valley Distributing Company, which was owned by 

7 c /. 






Before the Senate Crime Committee, sident 

and principal stocKholder of the defunct.Pioneer News Service stated that 
he had been general manager of the Plaza Amusement Company, and that others 
y interested in the Company were PRANK "BCSILR" LORTMAN} his.brother,_TLD . 

EilieR DOALINGj GroDOKY KuO.-lE, gambier and former Chief Deputy 
Sheriff in St- Louis. 

An article appearing in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch on July 
31, 1950, reflected that' FuANk BUSiaR iw'OhlMAN, bast Side gangster, and 
described by newspapers as front man for tne Chicago Capone syndicate, 
naa been served witn a subpoena to appear before tne Kefauver Committee. 


a - 
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article appearing in my ju iouis ros«- 
Tspatch in 1950, on July 21st, reported that Senator Kefauver stated that 
there had been important evidence of the Chicago controlled syndicate brought 
out in the hearings which would require further investigation. Senator 
Kefauver was reported to have said, "Framcly, no evidence was developed 
to show that FRAM WOHTLiAN had any ownership in Pioneer”. The article 
further rerated that Yi'ORD/AN could not be found for service of a subpoena 
prior to the Committee’s hearing on July 18, but that he was subsequently 
subpoenaed for a later date. Senator Kefauver described the reliable news 
service of Fairaount City as an outlet for Pioneer News Service, itself 
an outlet for Continental. News Service m Chicago. 


The St* Louis Post-Dispatch in an article dated July 22, 1952, 
reported that Umpire Club in Madison County,Illinois was again open for 
business, and that JOHN "fiyi^CONNOR, former operator of the Hyde Par«c gambling 
casino at Venice, Illinois whs in charge of the Club, and that FRANK '•BuSlLR” 
.lORli-AN, notorious”'£ast Side gangster, was among the backer of this game. 
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FRANK WJr.TKAi; was described as the ''power behind the scene” 
which controls the Unions in St. Louis because of the fear that has been 
instilled by the Capone Syndicate. 

Luring the course of investigation in tne Grenap Case, extensive 
coverage has b^en xept on tne Plaza Amusement Company. I he Plaza Amusement 
Company bancs at the Mercantile Comm erce National Ba nk, 3612 Washington 
Avenue in St. Louis, Misso 


As a result of the Federal Grand Jury which was investigating 
labor raciceteenng in the St* Louis Area, the St« Louis Post-Disputch 
ran a photograph of the home of FRANK ViJRTlviAN, which is located at 
Ko2 Summit Drive on the western outswirts of Collinsville, Illinois. 

An article appearing m the St.. Louis Globe-Democrat on 
February 25, i 95h, gave an account of the testimony of FRANK YrOnTMAN 
before the Federal Grand Jury m St. Louis, Missouri. During the 
course of this investigation, V.jrIIAN refused to give the Grand Jury 
his aduress. As a resort of this action on tne cart of nvifi'i'AK, Judsre 
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MOORE ordered WGHIMAN Jailed, in the St. Louis City Jail. ..,w 

An >article^In the St. Louis Post-Bispateh dated 
1951, reflected that' ; |EANK "BUSTER" WORTMAN, who was described as jan > 

Bast Side' gang boss/refused. to tell the Federal Grand Jury share be 
lived, and as a result was held incontempt of court 'by .United -States A?U^..* 
District Judge GEORGE H. MOORE. According -to-this' article, WORTMAN 
refused to give his address, stating that ^fais personal life and business 
life was under investigation by the Internal Revenue. WORTMAN further -in¬ 
stated that he would not answer the question, because the answer Wight :'v>/ 
incriminate him. ..A* ■■ k 

An article appearing in the St. Louis Globe-Democrat 
dated February 28, I9$k» reflected that the United Spates 'C5b.tQ^Tjd^-'Y‘V^' 
Appeals turned down an appeal made by FRANK WORTMAN for a state of 
execution on a contempt charge pending the outcome of the base. 4^ ^ 

'• V,, 

An article appearing in the St.- Louis Globe-Democrat dated ' 

April 1, 19 5h, reflected that FRANK W02IMAN was released on bail only 
after he had promised to counsel to tell the Federal Grand Jury where 
he lived. 
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CONTRIBUTOR 

OF 

FINGERPRINTS 

NAME AND 
NUMBER 

ARRESTED 

OR 

RECEIVED 

CiiAHGi, 

DISPOSITION 

PD, 

Springfield, 

Illinois 

FRANK 

WORTMAN 
#5936 

6-23-3U 

aslt. 

Fed. 

Agent 

*10 yrs. 
Leavenworth 

USP, 

Leavenworth 

Kans. 

FRANK 

W0R1EAN 

#45263 

7-7-3U 

resisting U.S. 
Officer 

10 yrs. 

3-6-Ul cond. rel. 

Commanding 
General 
Services of 
Supply d. S. 
Army, Wash. 
DC 

frank 

^ LfccJNARD 

# 32 - 0 RR 

applicant 

for 

sueamfitter 

3-30-42 



?L Last St* 

jjo-is. 111. 

FRANK 

V. Jr.i fcAN 

#_ 

i2-3o-u2 

inv. 

rel. 

SOS, WAR 
Dept. 

FxtANK 

WGEiRAN 

ffI07-DLH-3 

steam- 

fitter 

0-9-43 


s' 

s' 

/ 

PD, St- 
Louis, Mo. 

FRANK 

WORiMAN 

#22901 

3-3-uU 

Invest. 


USM St- 
Louis, Mo. 

FRANK 

WORT-MAN 

2-2U-5U 

contempt 
of crt. 

- 


Notations indicated by * ARa NOT B.->SED ON FINGERPRINTS IN IBI files. 

Ihe notations are based on data furnished this Bureau concerning individuals 
of the same or similar names or aliases and ABE a 1ST ED JliuY AS INVESTIGATIVE 
LEADS. 
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Office Mmorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




DIHECTOR, FBI 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (33-93E5) 

Rubral imStiGAtm 


DATE: 10/6/54 


.'4w iSHERAL imStlBATiFE ::£:> 

W'%* -vMf- %&r:- &&r: ' %;*&:> ■ 



-EEj^FKIMi: LEONARDf*BUSTER" 

. ■ FBI #7391# ! ■-■'r^rT:- 


Hemylet 4/15/54. 


-i . . .- : .► •■ :’. 


There follows a stannary of lnfoxmation vhidgfeaa cona to the 
attontion of the St. Louis Division concerni ng FRANK WORTHAM subsequent to 

the submission of relet. v-- • •* - ,- ;i •• .v;.'-v/-.;---,- ,'ay -Ja:-. 




Information was set out in the lUdSua suaiaaryre garding WOHTMAN's 
appearance before tW Federal Grand Jttry an<L$Ls subsequent sentence for 
refusing tb"%ell the Grand Jury his resic^gQ^^r 9 *^ / _3 *~ 3 <£U~ ' 

The Febiniary 25, 1954 issue ofNBEXFR» Ifculs^ Post Dispatch carried i 
a picture of WORTMAN's home located at No. 2 Summit Drive on the western 
outskirts of Collinsville, Illinois. The^article said tha t the cost^of 

E7 1954 
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t/r* 



WO&TMAN • bow, which had ^efen bxd.lt .two years "brovious . r hat btoiu;estimat,iaf 
£** frop fifty thousand to ^iw,6()0.00lh: ah article mpj&ring 
-rurnry 25, 1954 issue of the Globe Democrat. WORTMAN refused to giVe hie 
f? d r # 2«^ t if.®^ und that it ■*** incriminate M*. The\art^cie^lndi'ci£adr^ 

0ne ° f WKtTMAN,s attorneys, told United States Distort ' 5 ^ 
Judge GEORGE H. MOORE that if WORTMAN mas under investigation by the 
Section of the Internal Revenue Bureau for possible income tax evasion it. V- - 
woiud be a reasonable ground for not answering questions. He said if a hah 
has a home worth $20,000.00 and he reports an income of only several thousand 
d °T7 a f S a year ' hls connection with the house might incriminate him. The 
article quoted Judge MOORE as saying, "I don't see how an answer giving a * 
man's address could incriminate him." •> ■<*/.■■■. 

. . J 2 > !954 issue Of the St. Louis Post Disiatch containers ' . 

article which indicated that FRANK "BUSTER" WORTMAN, whose refusal to tell - % 

the Federal Grand Jury his address resulted in spending forty-one days in 
jail, faced more trouble over his Collinsville home with the filing the pre-I 
vious day of a suit for $8,535.00 against him for unpaid brick work. 

. ^ s ^'^ >ha i the Tirst lieutenant of the East 3t. Louis 

hoodlum!, EDER DUJCH’^pOWLING, likewise ran into trouble on his house in • 
CollinsviUe when a siMlar suit for $ 10 , 343.06 was filed against him in 'T-~- 
Madison County Circuit Court. He stated that both suits were filed by the ’’ 
STEPHEN GORMAN BRICKLAYING COMPANY of St. Louis. 7 "v 


The article said that the previous spring. Agents of the- Internal’-' 
Revenue Bureau became interested in how WORTMAN acquired his home at No. 2 * 

Summit Drive when the estimated cost was more than $50,000.00. It was 
further stated that Agents inquiring into the costs found that the GGRMAN 
fim had not bothered to bill WORTMAN or his lieutenant. The article -said'M^Y 
that the suit against WORTMAN alleges that the money was due for brick work 
labor and materials on the Collinsville home. The Indebtedness was said to* » 
have been Incurred between September 12, 1951 and November V1952. The 
article indicated that officials of the GORMAN firm,, which maintains office* tV-C 
.^- 4200 Clayton Avenue, declined to discuss the suits which were''filed by ~-£3*% 
©ON MC GLYNN, East St. Louis attorney. I'.’’.' y 4- ' 

The August 22, 1954 issue of the St. Xouis Post Dispatch contained ^ ‘ 
an article entitled "Revival of Gang Wars Foreseen" by THEODORE C. LINK. 

This article concerned hoodlum and syndicate activities in Chicago and other 
cities and stated that in recent weeks there have been unmistakable signs of 
restless stirring and maneuvering for power, with bigger and more lucrative 
operations perhaps in the offing. The article said that the sudden removal 
of CHARLES "CHERRY NOSE" GIOE undoubtedly was an inevitable outcropping of 
that deep-seated disturbance. 
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QIC®, it was stated, was a hoodlum of long standing, operating 
linear the top level in the CAPONE crime syndicate, and in a grin Choosing 
up of aides lately he has been counted in opposition to TONY ACCARDO, who = i.- 
took the reins long ago with the passing of "SCAR PACE" AL CAPONE. The 
article stated that the death of GIOE could hare been a dear warning that 
the ACCARDO forces there prepared to deal directly with any serious challenge 
to their top-dog position now that a resurgence and expansion of activity 
was in the air. It was said that GIOE was aligned with PAUL "THE WAITER" 
RICCA, who has been reported to have aspirations for the number one position. 


The article stated that FRANK "BUSTER" WORTMAN, of East St. Louis, 
chief representative of the syndicate in this area is regained as an ACCARDO 
nan in harmonious relations with Italian and Sicilian elements in Chicago 
but opposed to them in his own immediate domain*. It continued that the split 
in the Chicago organisation has been on since last spring or perhaps longer, 
and that there have been strenuous but futile efforts to resolve it without 
loss of life. Also, that WORTMAN and his principal lieutenant, ELMER 
"DUTCH" DOWLING, joined in a high-level conference in Chicago in June in an 
attempt to settle the portentous quarrel, the Post Dispatch was told. The 
article mentioned WORTMAN*s spending forty-one days in jail and said that 
rumors of uneasy jockeying among the gangsters were in line with reports 
that WORTMAN was not too unhappy over being out of reach for a while. 


The article said that the luckless peace conference which WORTMAN 
attended was followed by another in July, which was attended by the notorious 
JOHNNY TORRIO, a former Chicago crime boss who moved on to New York in the 
roll of mediator for ten days. The article said that at that time it was 
said by a person who had studied the developing situation that "if Accardo 
and Ricca choose up sides it will make the St. Valentine’s day massacre look 
like a tea party". 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

^TO, : y Director, FBI DATB: IO-II- 5 I 4 

QW- SAC, Springfield (9U-81A) 


DATB: 10-11-34 


;jo subjbct: GIIF- . 

A\ TOP HOODtilW COTBRA0E 

// . ' /FRANK "BOSTER'MYCRTM 


IRANI "BOSTERMfORTMAN 

i-•• ' . V- -'. r> 

V • . • r. -> : 

Re SAC letter 53-58 and j^let, U- 2 - 5 U. 


. • w\‘. .« 

.. “ 1 ; ; i- .. 

*<;**% *■*'*■ 

>; t-v-iX-.o v ^ 


A- ^ 

m*. 


3h accordance with instructions set nut in referenced SAC letter, J- 
the following information concerning WORTMAN is set out. : ' 

Since submission of the last letter, the file contains ho pertinent^*^ 
information relative to any additional act ivity on the part of WOBT RAN other 


than 


* 

RECORDED-84 

*,\A 

V* # - 

V Vr _> . 

V ^ <*{• 

** 

J/ f 1 

' A. 

r 

j ■ S' 

! -°T 0 ,0 «r a 
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■J. 


Office Ate*,rt/r (MflAUWl • united states government 

DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: April 6, 19# 

C, SPRINGFIELD (?l*-8l-A) 


TO 


FROM 





AC 


I- 


SUBJECT: w flTTF 

TOP HOODLUM OOOTtAGE 
FRANS •BUBTHt" 


DTTOAG 

*ttort; 


HAN 


Re SAC Letter 53-58. 



No information has been developed to prove WORTMAN has such a 
connection, and in so far as can be determined, he continues 
to make his headquarters in the East St. Louis, Illinois area. 



'■ G APR 151955 






fnieuD romi m. U 


Office M ’ 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (33-9325) 


DATE: A p r il 8, 1955 


J 


FRANK LEONARD "BUSTER iL^SISaAN— 
FBT#739l86_ 

bBJnKKETTIJtSSTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FILE 
(TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE) 

ST. LOUIS DIVISION 




Re St. Louis letter dated October 6, 1954. 




There follows a supplemental sum ma ry regarding the activities 
of FRANK LEONARD WORThAN. 


CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 
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The February 10, 1955 issue of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat con¬ 
tained an article which stated that on February 9, 1955 the Illinois State 
Police raided the Club 22, also known as the Villa Venice, reported gambling 
casino at Second Street, Venice, Illinois, just in time to snatch the evidence 
out of the fire. The article stated that inside, the officers found forty- 
seven persons, some seated at a bar, others playing pool and billiards, and 
still others playing cards. The officers hurried to the furnace and pulled 
out two green and black dice table covers, and in boxes under the coal in the 
furnace stoker were located several thousand poker chips bearing the legend 
"Club 88," the name of a one time East St. Louis gambling casino. 

TftsL ;article said that the Police released all persons -noth the ex¬ 
ception of R0Y>QaVI5;\who was said to hold the lease on the club/NJne man uho 
gave his name as^JOHKK^f^QORDAIJ was identified by the Police as GORDAKY^OoTnR , < 
a nephew of FRANK !1 3bWORT.-AN, alleged rackets boss of Southern Illinois. 


IDENTIFICATION RECORD 





Office Memorandum • united states government 


” 4 Director, FBI 

C, Springfield (£lp»SlA) 
SUBJECT: ppAFK LEONARD "BUSTER" 

* jessmr .. 

GIIF 

(TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE) 


DATE: il-2?-55 


% 


V®" 


.H 


/ 




Re St. Louis letter to Director dated l^-8-55 

















OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


rBJEd^r Fi 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

datej io/r/55 


P AC, SPRINGFIELD (9l|~8lA) 

($> ' I 

FRANK LEONARD WORTMAN, Was., "Buster ”. 
"Bus” ^ 

•TOPTRjodlum coverage />" 


The following is being submitted for the inform?tion 
of the Bureau and the St. Louis Office. 














Within recent days the Springfield Office has had 
occasion to conduct investigation concerning two Lieutenants 
of BUSTER WORKMAN. This investigation grew out of the follow 
ing set of circumstances: 
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. For the information of the Bureau, no speoifip 

I allegations have been received by the Springfield Office 
indicating any poasible violations on the part of WORKMAN 
pr hie gang-which would oome within the inveatigative ,1uria- 
/diction of this Bureau# Hie activitiee and those of members 
'of hie gang are being followed by the Springfield Office end 
the Bureau will be kept advised# 




Sureau end Springfield 
any current information concerning WORTMAN 
or members of his gang which has not been previously 
reported in view of the current interest of the Department 
in this hoodlum# 
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Ir/Ntyuo IWU HEX 04 

< ' ■ ’T <* v ,», 

•' -f - 

Me 


«fe 


i *r-r- ' - - 

andum • UNITED states government 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI 

Uom : SAC, ST. LOUIS (3>93E-5) 

SUBJECT: TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE , . 

GSiBlAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FILE 
ST. LOUIS DIVISION 

RE: FRANK T.mWABD^«TSTm"niB 


DATE: .October!^ 1955 


.0 * 1* 




' Renylet, October 6 , 1954. ; i. 

Following is set forth supplemental information received con¬ 
cerning WORTMAN: 

By letter of April 22, 1955, the Springfield Division advised 
the Director and St. Louis: ^ 





















The indiclea of the St. Louis Division contain no reference to 


eithei 


The St. Louis Post Dispatch, St. Louis, Missouri, on May 6, 1955, 
contained an article that RICHARD T. CARTER, States Attorney, St. Clair 
County (Illinois), stated on this date he was investigating the issuance of 
a liquor license for the Red Rooster Tavern. The Red Rooster Tavern is 
located on the St. Clair-Madison County line, in the 8800 hlock of Collinsville 
Road, which has been notorious for gambling. The liquor licwise had been 
obtained on April 30, 1955, hy GORDON^FOSTIR, a nephew of FRANK "BUSTER" VJORTMAN 
described as a "Capone Gang lieutenant". ti£t 

The article concluded that ALVIS ENGE, the chairman of the license 
comnittee, stated he had checked the Sheriff's Office, learned there had been 
no recent law violation at the Red Rooster, and had no reason to refuse approval 4 . 
In the past, the Red Rooster has used a Madison Cbunty license. 


Appearing in the St. Louis Post Dispatch on May 25, 1955, was an [■ 
editorial captioned "EJyes on VITALE and WORTMAN". The editorial set forth 
"The gangsters are making wary passes at each other over control of the 
gambling activities/in this area. Admittedly the. situation is a bit tense, 
but the police' of fit . Louis, the County, and the East Side know exactly whom 
to watch—JOHN JufVITALE and FRANK "BUSTER" WDRTMAN, rival gangsters." 

- H 4 ‘. 
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v * V oontirmed ttet * ^fctogr^h ^ ‘ 

,»*is mighty well thumbed’!. VITALE had Just/been qtte^a.^ned r bT Ig^c?^ 
about the mysterious disappearance of two former awpfilftttes of W5G?ttM 
and the finding of their bullet-riddled' automobiles• £ VITALE sai^ he knew 
nothing aid that he had been away from St.Iouisfor 15 mont-ha. W. 




The St. Louis Globe Democrat of May 2 A, 1955, .contained an 
article concerning the finding of bullet-riddled Cadillacs owned by MO;.. 
BIRNET T. "CHJCKl’lHAVET, JR., and KiMETHIf^ELLJR, *»o disappeared the 
previous week lefemng their bullet-riddle^ Cadillacs behind* -.It .se 
forth that JOHN il. VITALE had been questioned concerning these automobiles 
anl the whereabouts of HA VET and MLJELIER. 


The article concluded that the questioning of jVITALE had failed 
to shed any light on a report that he had become as so dat ed w ith HA VET 
and MUELLER in East St, Louis book making operations. HAVET and M)ELLER 
were formerly associated with FRANK WDRTMAN, notorious East St. Louis 
gambler, but broke with him several months ago. VITALE told the officers 
on May 23, 1955, that he knew WORTHAM, that there were no hard feelings 
between them and never had been. 


The St. Louis Post Dispatch of May 23, 1955, set forth that 
JOHN J. VITA LE had been arrested in the investigation of a reported 
underworld fight over gambling activities which had led to attempts on 
the lives of HAVET, JR., and MUELLER, former associates of WORTMAN. 

According to the article, VITALE is said to haVe backed efforts 
of HAVET, MUELLER, and J. FRED KOENIG, former St. Louis politician, to 
set up on the East Side a racing results service, in competition with the 
gambling dynasy of WORTHAN, notorious gangster. ( J. FRED KOENIG was 
murdered in the Spring, 1955, by unknown per^ps.) ■ - 

According to the newspaper,/Chief. De^Juty Sheriff WILLIAM SMITH, 
of St. Louis County, said VITALE had been pittWd up for questioning on 
KOENIG’S whereabouts and for information concerning the racing news service 
on the East Side. The service was started a few months ago shortly after 
HAVET was fired by WORTMAN as manager of his Terrace Lounge, an East Side 
night club. After HAVET was fired by WORTMAN because of his rough handling 
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A 



'ibt unruly aistomers, he took ? MJELLIE, doorman At .;the club, with: him. 1 
{ The two rented;, an apart n»nt upstairs oyer KOENIG.-. This .apartmeni.Vas 
t ..then used as a. base of 'racing results 'service which challenged. 1>he don>- 
■-’pination of 'VJORTMAK over- horse racing &d baseball betting In the 'St. 
Louis area. According to the newspaper article, the competition afforded 
by HAVEf, MUELLER, and KOENIG to the VJORTMAN group reportedly resulted in 
shots being fired into the automobiles of HA VET and MUELLER. MUELLER was 
wounded two or three times. 



An article appearing in the St. Louis Post Dispatch of April 
24, 1955, reported that sentencing of LOUIS ’’RED’jfeMITH, a one-time member 
of the Old Elan’s Rats Gang who was convicted offtnoome tax evasion 
on April 23, 1955, had been sbbeduled for May 12/ 1955. SMITH had been 
convicted of evading payment of taxes in 1947. Testimony had been 
introduced by the defense that loans.had been received by SMITH from 
F. ACNNER, foxmer operator of the old Hyde Park Club, and JCRAJK " 

V/ORTT£AN, East Side gang leader. 

^ C; t *T ™ T 7 I* HT*' 


r? 


■= r-| a-s 


and 


i " I-; 



'.*NE3 were reported to be top men in the 
or^ani'-.ation o-f th= Place Amusement Company, a firm dealing in distribution 
of juice boxes and vending machines in the late 1940’s that reportedly soon 
dominated the juke box business in the St. Louis area by use of •’’muscle’ 1 . 




>. i- 


7 -. .1 


The St. Louis Globe Democrat of April 20, 1955, set fcrth that 
testimony had been introduced in the defense of SMITH that he had borrowed 
§12,000 from FRA*3K ’ OR7KAN, considered"Czar of the Capone betting syndicate 
of this area”. 


EDWARD VJORTMAN, President of Plaza Amusement Company, testified 
his brother, FRANK, had loaned SMITH about $12,000 in approximately 1947. 

Concerning the shooting of ROLLA "BIACKIE” DEAN, notorious 
hoodlum and bomber vho was killed on December 4, 1954, by his wife, the 
December 5, 1954, issue of the St. Louis Globe Democrat set forth this 
shooting took place at the Paddock Tavern, East St. Louis, Illinois. This 
tavern was operated by TED^ORTMAN, brother of FRANK WORTMAN. j. • 

The St. Iouis Post Dispatch of May 5, 1955, set forth that an 
establishment operating above the Terrace Lounge, East St. Louis, Illinois, 
and.thought ny police to be a clearing house of racing information for the 
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St. Louis area handbooks, -was raided on X955> §*ren tielei^ones 

a quantity of betting paraphenalia wereeeizedand two men were placed 

.Wer arrest. nv * — --—'-»*»■*—+.«.-»* w ' 

FRANK tfORTMAN. 


The terrace* Lounge’ is &' tavemlsnd restaurant owed by 

l-Lm . . *V' •*' * . 

f : . ■ ' ' .T* ' V* j « r ‘ »- C- ’ 


The St. Louis tost Dispatch of May «>• 1955, •contained an 
article stated that the control of the baseball betting business in the 
St. Louip area had been taken over by FRANK ’’BUSTER" WHITMAN and -E LMER 
"UUTnH\j POWLING f East Side gangsters, as reportedly told to the Post Dis- 
^atchorivW 7* 1955. It was estimated that the total amount bet in 
St. Louis County and St. Louis, J&sseari* and the East Side in Illinois 
each week amounted to about $500,000 giving a return to the operators of 
.$ 50 , 000 . 


The article set forth that the VJORTMAN-DCWLING gang took 
control of the baseball betting through intimidations of operators of 
rambling establishments. The gang suggested that operators in St. Louis, 
Missouri, should move to East St. Louis, Illinois. It proposed to take a 

2<2? cut cf the profits. This proposal did not appeal to the approximately 
50 bookies to whom it was made. This stubborness reportedly sngered the 
East Side hoodlums who then announced, "Stay here, but our cut will nok be 
50 *." 


At approximately the time that the automobiles of MUELLER 
and HAVET were found, the automobile of Police Commissioner RUSSEL T. BEEBE 
of the East Side was bombed by unknown persons. 

The May 18, 1955, issue of the St. Louis Post Dispatch con¬ 
tained an article indicating that MUELLER and HAVET had disappeared. It 
stated that the W0RTMAN group suspected MUELLER and HAVET of bombing 
Commissioner BEEBE’s machine inorder to cast suspicion on WHITMAN, -those 
big scale gambling operations aLready had a bad start. 

The St. Louis Post Dispatch of May 22, 1955, had an article 
that two East St. Louis policemen bad arrested WHITMAN on May 21, 1955, 
and questioned him regarding the whereabouts of MJELLER and HAVET. TORT- 
MAN reportedly stated he was then at his home. Number 2 Svunnit Drive, :. 
Collinsville, Illinois, at the time of the shooting and he had.no theories 
as to the reason of the shooting. 
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' ... m* s * .■ ” ‘' *. *i . 

Pl^jndiua an &8t^^r- > 0 4* lfcintte<1 **** & 4 VET am! Wnr T T»D *■ " • 

1952 HA VET, KOMTp^h^ 8 ***** dub, S 5?f ^ed the r* 
bottles in the Playdium ^P?' 8 w ^ >e Wer « oonficted of*^ KOENIG. In 
ville Avenue. WDRTMjSM th ^°? n ^ iei *eafter they- sold th ^”*uaing whiskey 

reportedly refied left with HAVE? as aen« WRTM ^ fir9d 

club. HAVE'^MnFrf« Urn the ^5,000 to HAm a J° re * W0RTMAN-. 

^Bitterness^b^t 6 ^ bXti^ , 

biC 
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Office Mem 




\) to : DIRECTOR, FBI 

OM : SAC, ST. LOUIS ( 33 - 93 E- 5 ) 
UAR^ 







. j • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: November 10 9 1955 

X 


<v 


\V 


II 


/ 




SUBJECT: FRANK LBONARdVORTMAN , Was. " Buster" , "Bus" 
TOP HOODLUM 00VERAGE 


Re Springfield letter to Director dated October 5, 1955* 

Siclosed herewith for the completion of the Bureau’s files are 
two autostat copies of St. Louis letter to Springfield dated October 13, 

1955# concerning the above captioned subject. 

Enclosed for the Springfield Division are two autostat copies 
of St. Louis Letter to Director dated October 12, 1955, concdraing WORTMAN. 

Subsequent to the date of correspondence previously mentioned, 
the following information has been received by this office regarding WDRTMAN. 

'I \ \ -v * 



.1 — Springfield (94^*81—A) (Enel, ** 2) 


20 NOV 14 1955 
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Office OffTZ • UNITju> i-K0 GOVERNMENT 

r 

date: March 3P, 1956 


DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, ST. LOUIS (33-93E5) 


FRANK LEONARD WORTMAN, FBI No. 739 186 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FILE 
(TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE) 

ST. LOUIS DIVISION 



There follows a supplemental summary regarding the activities of FRANK 
LEONARD WORTKAN. 
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WORTMAN has been tte subject of a large amount of publicity in the St. 

Louis newspapers during the past several months. These articles con¬ 
cerned WCRTMAN's operation of the Terrace Lounge and the Red Rooster, 
and the purported violence growing out of a struggle for control of hand¬ 
books, racing news information, and gambling in the St. Louis area. 

An article appearing in the August 12, 1955, issue of the St. Louis Post 
Dispatch stated that operations of a gambling syndicate headed by BUSTER 
NOR THAN had been transferred from the Club Preview, 8001 Collinsville 
Road, Madison County, Illinois, to another casino near the Cahokia Downs 
Race Track on the eastern outskirts of East St. Louis, Illinois,, in St. 
Clair County. ' Gambling at the Club Preview was suspended about two weeks 
previous when the racing season ended at the Fairmouht Park Race Track. 

The September 21, 1955, issue of the St. Louis Post Dispatch contained 
an article which stated that Mayor ALVIN G. FIELDS, East St. Louis, 
Illinois, was considering a suggestion made by Police Commissioner RUSSELL 
T. BEEBE that the Terrace Lounge, 127 Collinsville Avenue, ovned by 
BUSTER WORTMAN be declared a nuisance. 

On June 24, 1955, PETER PONDOFF, a bartender, fired seven bullets into 
the front door of the Terrace Lounge. An article appearing in the 
September 23, 1955, issue of the St. Louis Post Dispatch stated that an 
investigation was being conducted into a severe beating PONDCFF was 
supposed to have received recently. PONDOFF, according to the article, 
said he fired the shot s after he had been struck on the head by a 
relative of JAMES MICHAELS, former cuckoo gangster from St. Louis. 

An article appearing in the November 2, 1955, is aie of the St. Louis 
Post Dispatch stated that N0RTMAN*s Club Preview located on U.S. Highway 
40 near Fainawrct Park Race Track in Madison County, was raided the 
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nrevious night by Illinois State Police who smashed their vy in 

StifL> ax^fook the names of 53 well-dressed ! customers, anc* 

one individual, BO BERT DUMB, who identified ham^f ' 

Thp cn\ib*s liauor license was issued to JAGt LANuEn. ine g ® 

wing of the Club was called the Club Corona and was . JTJ 1 ?*o^^he 
tte^Mounds Club. WORTMAN was present during the raid but was in t 
17.Z S\,b nortion of the Club Preview. State Police, according to 
SfarticLr-re not accanpanied by local authorities which was under 
the jurisdiction of Sheriff KENNETH OGLE. 

The f ac t that officers from the Madison County Sheriff 's Office were 
not present during the raid resulted in a large amount of publicity 
rega^T* dash^between the « "Afl^St^ks 

So" PHIL BROWN*of the Illinois State Police, 

add ttaT to pirsoSlly ordered the raid after he had sent two g»bl- 
5 ccTplafnts about the club to 03LE the last in H*r and nothing 
had been done about the gambling. 

The November 4, 1955, issue of the St. Iouis Post!Dispatch gained 
an article which stated that informations were filed against ROBERT 
OTNNE, JACK UNGER, and the Corona Club, Inc,, in connection with 
gambling at WCRTMAN • s Club Preview. 

„ ._£, nort i.„, p 0 f the St. Louis Post Dispatch contained ai 

article^which stated’ that WORTMAN ' s Red Rooster Tavern, 8800 Collinsville 

SS? D®*rafcmVained an article which stated that Uq^r Ucense 
Of the Red Rooster was revoked the previous day by the St. Clair County 

Excise Commission. 

The December 7, 1955, issue of the St. Louis Post Dispatch contained 
an article which stated that a man-made island surroundedbyaditch 
about 40 feet deep was under construction on land in the Bethel Church 
area near Collinsville which is <*med by an associate of TR*M BUSTitft 
SSi. According to the article, WORTMAN was in the. area looking 
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over the tract before it was purchased andJm^eej^wJ^Mvei^y^ag^ 
to observe the progress of construction, 



The December 30, 1955, issue of the St. Louis Globe ^f^atcontained 
an article which stated that GORDON FOSTER, nephew of VJDRTMAN, was- 
ordered December 29, 1955, to stand trial on a bookmaking charge. 

The January 25, 1956, issue of the St. Louis Post ^F^tch contained 
an article which stated that Illinois State Police would investigate 
reports that gambling was again flourshing at the Club Preview. 

The January 26, 1956, issue of the St. Louis Globe Democrat contained 
an article which stated that ROBERT DUNNE, Club Preview Manager, was 
found guilty of possession of gambling devices and fined• . 

State's Attorney nolle prossed a charge against JACK LANGER and against 

the Club Corona, Inc. 


Associat es 



Legiti mate a nd Illegitimate Bus iness 


WORTMAN’s connection and his reported interest has previously been set 
out in connection with the Terrace Lounge, the Red Rooster, the Club 
Preview, the Paddock, and the Plaza Amusement Company. 

Hang-Outs and Places of A musement Frequented 

Other than the above-listed four taverns in which WORTMAN is reported 
to have an interest, HJSTER WORTMAN has on occasion, been seen at the 
Sorrento's Restaurant and Cocktail Lounge, 341 DeBaliviere, St. Louis, 
Missouri. This information has been reported herein before. 
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Identific ation Record 


A current Identific ation Record of FRANK WORTMAN, FBI No. 739 186, does 
not reflect any arrests subsequent to February 24, 1954. His Identifica 
tion Record has previously been set out. 






fm TAMOAKD pom NO. 94 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 



V 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, SPRINGFIELD (94-&LA 



DATS: April 2,^954 


v 


. ..... . ..ay*/ 


SUBJECT: 


FRANK LEONARD "BUSTER” WORTMAN fV 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FILE . . ' 

(TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE) . . 

y- / * / 

i- /i rj /_ *?L- ?. r fi tv t~5 /v c : /\~t > s, t~ rj 

Captioned subject who has FBl^ Nuinber 739~186 still 
is active in the St. Louis-East St. Louis area. At the p resent 
time no Information is available as jto_hls^xaf 
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f / : ’ V - i :• * /*?&'::-?■ 


-v • - 


y^v- 

y%^pK-, 


WORTMAN’a' estranged wlfev POROTHYj and his ^hIldreQ j4i?|v : | 
are reported as Still living in’the palatial ho&e. huilt • 
recently in the Morris Hills subdivision of Collinsville, . 
Illinois by WORTMAN. ’-'4^:*^^ 




WORTMAN has been reported as having bought immunity 
from prosecution by local authorities in St* Clair and 
Madison Counties in Illinois by his "payoffs" and political 

contributions to local politicians and law enforcement 
officials in these counties* 


m 


„as~been advocating editorially that Madison and 
St. 'Clair Counties should rid themselves of WORTMAN and all 
his gang. This crusade by this paper has been getting pro¬ 
gressively more vigorous during the past year. The paper is 
being"aided currently in this campaign by local politicians 
and office holders, including law enforcement agencies in the 
area who try to "smear" their political opponents in this 
election year by press releases as to apathy on the part of 
certain police departments or the Sheriff’s Office. An^example 
of this was recent press releases by the St. Clair Countj 
Judne WILLIAM FLEMING in which he was reported as saying 
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s«SS5ffW jess S“- 5 

WCRTMAN and his gang. 
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STAM&MtO FORM NO. 64 


Office Me; 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


to ^ i.: ^.Director , FBI 


... '1 

DATE: 


-SAC, Springfield 

SUBJECT: PRANK LEONARD " BUSTER ^WORTMAN 
■; ' SIIF 

{Top Hoodlum Coverage) 


Remylet dated 4/2/56 and Bulet dated 4/20/58. 

The sources of the information in referenced 
Springfield letter are as follows: 


Paragraphs five and six is self-explanatory 


Paragraphs eight and nine - self-explanatory 


•V 

■> -* *. * 


V/--/ 


Director To , ^ i, L - 

Springfield (#8l ^1 i$iu --71 

P; ?f; .... 












•) 


SI 9U-81A - •, • u 

• = Director,; FBI ' ; ~ f 
- RE* ; PRANK LEONARD "BUSTER 11 . WORTMAH 

v- ■ v got 'V:' ' ; :r 



Salt Lake City also advised that information had 
been received in Las Vegas that WORTMAN was to furnish part 
of the bank roll for the new Hotel Fremont, presently under 
construction, which is supposed to open June 11 or 15, 1959. 
Also that a number of persons have large financial interests 
in this new hotel, some of them being from Detroit and one 
individual from Omaha and one from Milwaukee, 
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Office AL.. 
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rv# rr 


,_ m • UNITED ujiiir 


xlR 4 

GOVERNMENT 


ro 


IKOM 


SUBJECT: 


- i, 


: d> 


Mr. Ro 




DATE: 8-9 -5b 


Mr. Pric^Q$ 




FRANK LEONARD WORKMAN, wa. 

Frank M Buster H ^&ortman 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


D 


7 ^ 


Tolftoo 

Nichols 



Vinteirowd — 
Tele. Room . 

By memo dated 8-3-50, received Investigative^ 1 ^* 11 
Division 8-7-56, AAG Olney transmitted 2 copies of 
a 5“P a 6 e memo from Virgil J. Wolfe, Chief, Organized 
Crime and Racketeering Section, addressed to Olney 
with respect to captioned individual and his associates. 




0 lrie'y re que s t e d t he' Burem v-*#b£ £$he 
Crimina^ ion i»S-have.7cq'hfc^|fning 

the assocla'tion, activities and^^^^jpown^ssocla^es 
t oge ther^ k rec or1 s referre d 
tcS*in‘' the memo from Wolfe to'Olney. Thie memo from 
Wolfe to Olney, a copy-,of which is enclosed,-t'-is a 5-paa| 
memo which contains 29 names with various aliajses_who' -• 
would appear to be associated with Wortman. Many of these 
individuals are at'the hoodlum element and Wortman is a 
top hoodlum. It should be noted that Olney did not specify, 
why he wanted this information. 


We had the indices checked on Wortman and 
the various other individuals, and the Records Section listed 
approximately 50 pages of references on these individuals 
which do not include approximately 500 references which , 

may be identical with some of these individuals and which J 


will have to be reviewed. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


It is recommended that this matter be handled 
in the ordinary course of business taking into consideration 
the other important matters which are on the desk and 
will be arising during the handling of this project. .q 
The ma tter will be given continuous attention. ^fo^adddMonal 
personnel are being assigned to this pgjxj.eetT “^eparsx/ 
memorandum is being sent to Olney acknow led gi ng , r j ft oei.pt of 

4lfa«fflre andUB - 

W* t AUG 13 1956 


h 











STANDARD FORM NO. U 




TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 


UNITED STA1ES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: 8/II4./5& 




SPRINGFIELD (94-81A) 


SUBJECT: FRANK LEONARD WORTMAN x . 

Wa. "Busier” \ 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTEL! 
I (TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE) / 


CGSSCE FILE 


Captioned subject, FW'TTo. 739 186, is identical 
with the subject of the cas/eg^^^^gANK LEONARD 
WORTMAN, Was. Buster, BuaMMHPHPHII^PP 

Assaulting a Federal Officer^ o9-l?" A 1 

was sent a teletype July 9 , 1956 , by the Springf iel^Offi^* 
concerning « T»ftr>orted_aaaaiili by WORTMAN on victim HHHHHP 
^HHIIIMIP in the Paddock Tavern, East" 

•East St. Louis Journal” July 10, 1956, reported 
that WORTMAN testified before a Federal Grand Jury at 
Springfield, Illinois, that date in connection with the 
investigation of Madison County, Illinois, gambling. United 
States Attorney JOHN B. STODDART, JR. of Springfield was 
quoted as declining comment on whether one of the reasons 
WORTK/IN had been subpoenaed before^the Federal Grand Jury was 
in connection with the assault incident# 


HP Victim; 
which the Bureau 



The "East St. Louis Journal” of July 17» 1956, quoted 
Assistant United States Attorney JACK C. MORRIS as saying the 
Federal Grand Jury at Danville, Illinois, would hear between 
thirtv and forty witnesses including employees and customers 
of the Paddock Tavern. This news article also said there are 
indications that the Federal Grand Jury probe would extend 
beyond the slugging of the Internal Revenue Agent and that the 
records of at least one East St. Louis, Illincris, firm had 
been subpoenaed indicating Jfi' income tax probe. 

Q - Director 4Q ^ 

* SUiS" 1 * (33 - 93 ) MoED- 82'~~-^ ?/ -, 



,n n f July J-r* ' 

St. Louis ^^Federal Gran< L? 1 £eyona the 
ri ?i lti?n C ofwMI^'aotivitie5 n a| e ™|^teS f AttOT“J advle „ 

Hf aHa/inS «“*SSg 

¥B£*^Jix£k izfB^ 

^^Srl r S-r^SSf?°^S!faf o^ol^ea 

ld been subpoenaea als 

iry: 

Chicago, XJ-Xiu 

FUGENE 0. TEBEAO, 

!«k=1: ^ ^ 1956 , ^ 

fasf^rbf^e, b, another 

St ' L0U1S ' w itnesses bavins 

in " daitl0n 

the Federal Grand Jury 
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V7ILLIAM MC VEIGH 
Broadview Hotel Bell Man; 

Mrs. SAM MAGAN, Wife of 

Former Manager of hotel; .. 

' * „ ■ ' \ > 

Mrs. HELEN WARD, 

II4.09 St. Louis Avenue, 

East St. Louis, Illinois; 

(listed as Vice-president and 
Director of the Terrace, 127 
Collinsville Avenue, East St. Louis, 
and sister of the late Mrs. CATHRINE 
MAULE, former Paddock organization 
bookkeeper and secretary-treasurer of 
Terrace at the time of her death in 
June of 1955;) 

LEO EEHNER, Head Bartender, 

Paddock Club; 

Mrs. ADA MC CORKICK, 

7911 Broadview Avenue, 

East St. Louis, Illinois, 

Waitress at the Paddock; 

FRETS ALEISON, 
lj.526 Beacon Place, 

St. Louis, Missouri, 

Head waiter at the Paddock; 

HERMAN CLEIH 
3208 Olive Street, 

St. Louis, Missouri, 

A waiter; 

Mrs. MARY STRONG, 

703 Lillian Street, 

Collinsville, Illinois, 

Kitchen cashier; 

LOUIS MITCHELL, 

Collinsville, Illinois, 

A porter; 
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LESTER C-OLLIDAY, 

902 Trendley Avenue,' 

East St. Louis, Illinois, 
Dishwasher; 


MC KINLEY EVANS, 
A chief; 


The n East St. Louis Journal" of July 31, 1956, 
carried a news article indicating WORTMAN had been served 
with another subpoena thus joining a list of approximately 
thirty witnesses which includes his brother EDWARD WORTML, 
Wa. Ted Wortman; Chief aide ELMER "Dutch DO^TLING; and SAM 
MAGIN to apoear before the Federal Grand Jury at East St. 
Louis during the first part of August, 1956. The article _ 
also indicated that the Federal Grand Jury at East S^. Louis 
was to continue the probe of the slugging of the Internal 
Revenue Agent and is to investigate all phases of WORTMAk s 
activities. The article quoted AUSA MORRIS as saying the 
transcripts of testimonies of witnesses at Danville, will 
be read to the new Federal Grand Jury or key witnesses will 
be subpoenaed again if necessary. 


The "Belleville News-Democrat" newspaper Belleville, 
Illinois, on July 25, 1956, quoted United States Attorney 
C. M. RAEMERof East St. Louis, Illinois, as stating he had 
recalled the Federal Grand Jury to meet August 10, 1956, to 
investigate FRANK "Bus ter" -MfrORTMAN hs business activities ^ 
in St. Clair and Madison Counties. The article also quoted 
RAEMER as saying the new inquiry would take up not only the 
slugging of the Internal Revenue Agent but.other aspects of 
WORTMAN*s operations including his tieup with gambling. 


The "East St. Louis Journal" of July 22, 1956, in 
the column "On The Home Front by Tom Duffy" stated that the 
Federal Government seems well on its way, at last, to an 
all out investigation of gangster FRANK Buster V70RTMAN 
and his associates. 





% 


% 


SI 94-81A 



For the information of the Bureau, the Springfield 
Office has excellent relations with the Office of the 
United States Attorney in Springfield and in East St. Louis, 
Illinois, and as soon as the opportunity presents itself, it 
is contemplated those offices will furnish voluntarily the 
information concerning the progress of the Federal Grand 
Jury inquiry to date. Inasmuch as this Bureau is not conducting 
any investigation of WORTHAM in connection with this Federal 
Grand Jury inquiry, no direct inquiries will be made by the 
Springfield Office in the absence of any allegation of 
violation within the invesgitative jurisdiction of this Bureau. 




SI 94-81A 

For the information of the Bureau, all of the 
newspapers in the greater St. Louis area including those 
2? Illinois side of the Metropolitan area are following 
the Federal Grand Jury’s probe of WORTMAN and his activities 
very closel- " .. * 



In conclusion, the St. Louis Office is requested 
to furnish Springfield any pertinent information coming to 
the attention of that office in connection with^this inquiry 
and anything which pertains to ELMER SYLVESTEjl^BCWLING, Wa. T // 

Cutch, FBI lie. JL644 966. Copies should be be designated for- ; 

Springfield file 9ll-8lB which is the Top Hoodlum File on 
DOWLING. 

The Bureau will be kept advised of developments in 
connection with this matter as well as any further develop¬ 
ments in the assaulting of a Federal Officer case SI 89-17 
the title of which is set out in the beginning of this letter. 
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contained 28 names with various aliases and many of these 
individuals are of the top hoodlum variety. We are cheek- 
ing our files with respect to the names mentioned in 
Wolfe's memorandum and by separate memorandum information 
will be furnished to Olney with respect thereto. Sine*, 
we have the identification records available, we are 
sending them to Olney at this time. 


The identification records on the following 
individuals are being transmitted: 



wa have previously acknowledged Mr. Olney*s 
a pointing out that this matter was 

memorandum of 6/3/56, 8 advised. A file check 

n-hher important matters on the desk. 

















, r -— 


-rr—r 
• * - * 










Assistant Attorney General 
■Warren Olpay All 


•>***'&' 



s 


3^# 1956 


Director# fBZ 


- ; M?'' : 'li^l- '. "*7 *>'Kf 


FRANK LEONARD JgffiTHAN # with 
Frank "Buater^Vortman 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


^ V. • •-■ ' > * * ;« . • * 1 

> u * e . 




V 






Reference la made to our memorandum dated 
August 22, 1956# your file; 123 - 214 - 0 , concerning captioned 
matter, '...>• . _.'v : 


There are enclosed memoranda whioh oontain 
information from this Bureau's files with respect to the 
names of twelve of the individuals concerning idiom you 
requested information. The information contained,: ... 

In the enclosed memoranda is based upon a cheek of 
the names which you furnished. This Bureau does not 
know whether the individuals mentioned in the enclosed 
memoranda are identical with the names which you 
furnished. . 




Our files indicate that Frank Bachethal# 
with aliases, FBI Number 42921 and Prank Eppelsheimer, 
FBI Number 4&1767, are deceased. For this reason,? 
memoranda are not being submitted with respect to these 
two Individuals. Identification records were furnished 
to you by memorandum dated August 22# 1956# 



files are being r**|ewed eoftceghlftg 
lehed by you aot y4h trill befadf-l 
hereto# 



se 





\K 


Tolson 


Board man 
Nichols 
Bel mom 
Harbo 
Mohr 


Gandy 


revise smE^fe 

... -, DlKEMQmiOH r- -, 

TB: Olney previously submitted a memorandum,, fdrUerhing the \ 
names of 28 individuals* and requested tilt J the Criminal \A Qy 
’ Division be furnished \JfAt2i all information in the Bureau P 
files. By memorandum n9/^2/56 we furnished Olney with 2l| 
identification records on these individuals. We could not 
identify any records : ^wlth L of the IndividualsV Ve also . 
advised Olney.' t)iat *a check was being made with respect to4 
our files and that h,e would be advised accordingly. The 
file check hjas b§«rihhBndled 4 n due course of business, takir 
into- cpnsi'd'iratJion otlie.r imfcidrtjsn £ fcatt!©.?? on the desk. { 

We hhtr« : ?L? other ntinles' which we are presently in the process 
ing on, arid -memoranda w'11 be submitted to the 





i JL-w 




Division when we be.v*».finished reviewing our files.' 

_ ' P! ' ' _ 
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t) ^jO 09 U^ SEP 4 1956 


T* 1 **®* * 'NVOT/GATHW 

communications SEcrmAy 

^ SEP 4 !QC£ V 




[NGFIELD 


iCTOR, FBI 


P ‘Teletype 

9 - 4 - 5 * 6-58 

U R G E N T 


;dy XXX CD 


Mr . TfJldll awwapi 

Mr. KfoWfl ' 

Mr. Boardmaxu— 

Mr. Brimrm f._ 

Mr. Maan n 
Mr. Moh r 
Mr. Parso na_ 

» Mr. Ros en- ^ 

f. T amm J/ 

\ Nease_ 

r. WinterrowdL; 

Tele. Room_ 

rMr. JUlwnan_ 


CfiAND JURY INQUIRY, £• ST* LOUIS, ILL#, FRANK BUSTER WORTHAM* 
RENYA1RTEL, AUG. FOURTEEN, LAST, CAPTIONED FRANK BOR THAN, //-, 

GEN. INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE.FILE. USA-S OFFICE, EDI, £• 

ST. LOUIS, HAS REQUESTED BACKGROUND INFO ON CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS 
TO BE CALLED BEFORE GRAND JURY AND HAS REQUESTED BUREAU TO 


FORWARD IDENT 


OLLOVING INDIVIDUALS 




Filing, 


FBI NO. ONE SIX 



UI OVER T, UM:0J/ER^SEVENI£EN A, 


*OVER • TVENOTWO, gj^ 


IlHTr t 


SIXTEEN 


«r. * 5 SSS 



















PAGE TWO 



UACB. THIS OFFICE HILL FURNISH USA INFO INJJJLES’OF THIS 
OFFICE WHICH CAN BE IDENTIFIED WITH THESE JP* W ™ ALS ^| HICH 
INFO HILL NOT REVEAL ANY INFORMANTS AND NO^EN* JNTEI^GENCE 

INFO HILL BE FURNISHED. 


WILLIAMS 



END ACK PLS 
8-05PM OK FBI HA DE 


TU DISC 
U 

00 : MB- BO ** -' .. . t, - 
























Assistant lit6#ney General 
Warren Olnay tU 


September 1^,1956 


Hmufifli 




‘1 ) 

d'hp. 


333 m 


D }\rjr wmn iMttjm voanur, G> 

with alias Fnuft y 

npoenfroi ooveaanrao 



n-i 


f ifimet la Mda to ov ataorandoi dated 

« W56, yow file 123-21-0, ccncemlnit •« 


September 1, 1956, your fUa 123-2V-0, ccncemlng captioned 
■attar. 


fbara art enclosed ataonwU which contain 
l^faMatloa trom this Bureau** filaa VIth respect to tha 
aapoa aT five of tha Individual* MMtmiog who* job 
requested Information. Tha informatren contained In the 
enclosed memoranda la baaed upon a Check of tha hemes which 
you furnished. Thla Bureau doe* not know whathar tha 
individuals mentioned 1* tha eaeloeed Memoranda are 
identical with tha mmi which you^f umi . shed. 


It should also ba noted that the info mat Ion 
contained In tha analosad naaoraada has not baan verified 
or corroborated through Investigation by thla Bureau 
azoapt where noted. 



other m 
respect 


0«r file# are being reviews! concerning tha 
>s furnished by yon and yon will bd^advl*ed with 
aerate. £ 


. 2 ! rf :p " 

Mg|HH|(10) \J WOTEt Olney submitted a~ne«or^pdua| fSi> ^ - 
V* f»3?«»tlng a nano feheek tfxx a gfcoup 
■■■nU) V Individuals of thW hoodlum element. l ( Thcre 

T-.-.. 4 ^ 26 na »® 8 in all fread the 55ast Sh. Louts 

Illinois, and 3t. Louis, Missouri, efceas. ^/|/I§/56, he * 

nssiss _ 


<0 memorandum 9/4/56, we furnlaktf^bl _ __ 

^ihe'names he had furnished'l3?Kwe further .tdviaa < d.*t£at**2*of V/ the 
ToUwk^-^L c y. Q ft daceased ana that TbV this*' re as oft memoranda were 

SS*** % rea ? ect , t ?.. thea8 2 teAndwl.. Including 

BeJmon: —'.?7 r f* emoranda that are enclosed . this toakesv'd total of 19 names 
Mason which have been checked thus f &$£■■*■' A memorandum was orevtouslv 

SSSZZ-b' t |H4iltt9d with reaoeet to this project, pointing out that there 
Rosen—// voluminous references on these Individuals in view of their 

v .ft"'*■ - .iV im a n rr/vv»rr hft J J 1 . 1 . « ti.lv . _ 


■»5«#ifc^i5S!?s of By 


Belmon:-- 

Wason --- 

Mohr —- 

Parsons -- 

Rosen_- 

Tamm _— jLi. 
Nease .——y— 
Tinrerrowd — 
Tvle. Room JL 
Holloman- 

^ C.cndy_. 


< * ^. S? -r , uiuiviuuais in view or xsneir 

(i^-.trtaavMy backgroupd and that-this project would be handled in due 

**})&>*&<*&**. — /l. " f • Mill , .nf 
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f 


) 







To 1 SOD- 

Nichols - 
Boar dm an 
Belmont 
Mason 
Mohr 





memmm _.. . 

>•: BLSffl an.»KSTra)ftoWtuio, ana *u*m» 
Elmer "Dutch*' Dowling* 
gl^y^owlln g^, ~ 


./ 




The name of the above-oeptloned WAjidnal ,wea^. 
cheoked In the files of this Bareap and the following 
nation was noted) 


rV*~ 

r- ftpy 


M 


' --<T - • 


Elmer Sylvester Dowling was the »ubjeot^f ;4 . 

fugitive Investigation by this Bureau 1938 to,1*0.. * Want 
wet issued for his arrest at St.' Louis, KlssoU^ charging 
h<m with unlawful flight to avoid prosecution for the crime 

of assault with e deadly weapon. He was i ap E^ h J£?!i, 0 5L*4. M 
January 13. 19U0. After his apprehension, the Vnltmd states 
Attorney at St. Louis deellned prosecution slnoe there was 
no avldenoa he bed fled the State of Missouri. , • ,, 

the September 25, 1941. edition of the St. 
reported that the State supreme Court set aside the case of 
Slmer Dowling, an associate of gangstere and a £©**•»* officer 
of the Bartenders TTnlon In 8t. Louis. Dowling bad bean 
sentenced to thirty years in the Missour i Penitentiary for 
assault with intent to kill. -jf** 

his aentepoe whan on May 18, 1942, Bt.^ houla# Jlls aogy|^ 

YU and found not guilty and iliukifgaS ftua^tal 

penitentiary. (88-669) , . 

Elmer Dowling was in custody.of the B^ Louie; •, 
Missouri Police'Department'on n charge #f sue p opt edgamb 1 lng 

^"SrJeg lie V&3. end wt that t^Jd^othi^jgn hi. 
oereon bis selective aarvlce classification card. to 
authorised complaint Was filed before Butted Btates Co«lssloner 
John A. Burke, St. Louis, Missouri, on February 13. 1^3, 

charglnr Dowling with failure to have on his person a classifi¬ 
cation card of his local selective service board. On 
Pebruary 18, 191*3. United States Commissioner John A. Burke 
of St. Louis, Missouri, dismissed this complaint when Dowling 
displayed his selective service classification card. 

_ (25-1317ii3) 


t'tr's. 

--*<v 


’ ■ • ; >!- 


-rv. 
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*-33-8) 


. • 


*h. June 23, »S5, •dltion.of 
Dispatch” reported that Slmer "Dutch* Dowling enJune23*1955 
nmndn^d voluntarily at the office of the St* Clair County * 
Illinois Sheriff In connection with the nurdar of J# Fred 
'Koenig* Dowling denied knowing Koenig end denied hewing 
interest in any gambling activities* (62-75Hj7-42-85) 



i publiehed report of hearings before the Special 
Committee to Investigate Organized Crime in Interstate Cownerc 

United States Senate, Eighty-First Congress, econd Session, 
contains information regarding Elmer Povlinp on the following 










• tJNlJft) STATES DEPARTMENT OF T0{ 
liEDESAL BUUUU Of INVESTIGATION 
. . . I tlPW g i m, t>. c , 


27 G uui\ 


. T • *?; ‘ ‘. i( 

The following FBI reoord, NUMBER 


6*4?t6- 


Dinettr. 


' „ k farakhed FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 



»l—W TIOW 




_*dU* 


* .>—JT 1 , Llo c* 


St, Lcuis, !&,. 


Iner. Sylvester - 

1/14/40 < 

tsit; 50 Mii % 

os-din^, /1878-D 


State ’"ifcaess) 

:!ljner Dowling 

5-29-40 

essitV with * ' 

#53993 


ettampt- to kill ■ 

Elasr Sylvester 

applicant 


— SO*73 

. r or Oiler 


'• ••• 

12=11 -41 




30,'JT?> , * " 
deoieidn reves 
and rev-ioded 
9-26-41 



-,— 

<■ 

-V .■ ;'V* ’• •- ;*v- 

- V; 1 * . 

m 

' * , f . - * , A } 

" ’ ■ - t* *’ ‘ 

-i *■ >?t~ , ■ - ■ s* T*-'- - - 

» . - * 

> ... , * • 



• ^ * - - . ' - 

* -i »“ / 


'T;-.'‘ 4 ; ' 



■ y 

s ’ ^ j 

-■■ ■ iA 

y - - v " \ r\ - 

* * * r" ■ - 

;;; 

44. ,4 - .’-V /;■•■ ,. .3 

,fr>: - 

- i 


! 
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notations indicatca Dy aaxal» nui dajm; vn a mw. ^ ^ xtt v 10 

famished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or simila r names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS 
INVESTIGATIVE LEADS, / luonumnimHiwfi 
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UNHED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSr^E 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
lunaaetott n, ». c 


Lb vi$3C 




DineUr. 


Hie following FBI record, NUMBER 


, m famished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 



Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on data 
famished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or s i mil ar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS 


INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. 


tfo-’lilNKl v. i. wnMVwr vBiirtiM nmcz 




























ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS 
jnSDOLAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Imuaactm as, t>. c. 


a 


Tbe following FBI record. NUMBER 


16449B6 


•~r 


D ir ec tor . 


. is furnished FOB OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTRIBUTOR Of 
F1NQSRRRINTS 



‘ MAMS AND NUMBER 


HOOD 

IVED 


eneoemoN 


Ac »j«r 

intent to kill eta 
per inf rec tele 

still vaBBS, Ac 

of «WU witness, 
rec. tt*re<;reii 11- 
BO, Clayton, Mo 
B/iBTSD*. A* fflLaer ! 
in boobing cast, ! 

recc thtrefro® 1»=« 
STILL FASTED, Ae : 
to kill (att Kurd 
Notify PD e Bt Lou 
1*80-39. Id ouato 
NO LQ»2ii FASTED 4 
arrested 1-13-40 a 
St. Louie, Ito 1-2 



i -sling for assault vlth 
Notify 80, Claytoi, No, 
11 - 23 = 38 , 

ister Dowling, shoot! ag . 
Clayton, Mo,, per ! rtf. 
oaetody per prt. #lf 78-1', 


wllng fot att, surder of vlti-ss 
St. Louis, Mo., per inf. 



vling for assault v/l 
as in boating ease), 
ir inf,- reo- therefrom 
#1873-D, SO, Clayton, Mo 
wling, alias "IAito! * 

No-, per inf reo. PD, 


Notations indicated by • ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. Tbe notations are based on data 
famished this Bureau concerning individuals of tbe tame or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS 
INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. »—uikh ■,». »miw omc. 
















1-4 


* *j!2sd 


ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JDS' 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
'tinmenm **. d. c. 


%'jkllE 


1-BU 


1644966 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 


Director, 


, is famished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 














Ulfij 




f ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
VASDNCION *S, D. C. 


1*4 


A“T 


Director, 


2 “ Ba The following FBI record, NUMBER 1 _ , is famished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAME ANO NUMBER 


IhiB case is eni 
Files of this 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


tiered la 
u undt 


Bureai 


phe latent Fingerp: 
r #S 116$. 


CHARGE 


disposition 


irlnt 


Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The no^^ are based on data 
furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED OINLX AS> 
TTJVFSTTOATIVE LEADS. 


16—16160-3 i). *. Wit***t*i fmminc orrict 















D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS'iiiE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

VASDKCTON *4, D. C. 


M 


Director. 


<3“T 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 1 644 966 , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


wfeerittfiom 


Race: white 
Sexi Bale 
Height: 6»1 M , 

Welghtt 193 lb) 

Bain ligit chsstnut 
Ryes: grey 
Complexion: fair 
Bulldt. slender 
Scars and mark 31 out • 
pt 6f chin 

Blrthi 11.10-0*, St. 14 
bitizenship: American- 
Residencet In 1946, 2825 
Company: in 1941, Pruin-Cd 

Pruco Cq: 
Constru 
bccupatioii: In 19p0, Bufllh 


Aliases: ’’ftiteh"; 


par above left brpvi cut Scar 
luls. Mo. 


•Xn vie* of the 
number, such as 
accompanied your 

in any manner t. 
Individual in * 


«B1» 


fact that 
FBI number 
request, 
*at this re- 
*hom you are] 


CHARGE 


DISPOSITION 


Louis, No. 
Co 


Sulphur Ave., St. 

•lnon Contracting 
instruction Co. The Massman 
4tion Co. (as on ]frt #48073) 
ess Nan 


fingerprints or ideitifrms 
or police record number, 

\ : .s Bureau cannot guwfln 
erd is identical wit a. the 
interested.* 


Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. Tb / 

furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and AKt LlblLU UIM.I Ah 
INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. w-uikw u. ». «mTi»e om« 












• # $ # 



I 




r. 3-L^6) 


F&ieTal Buieau.of.Inve- 
* Retfords Section 

S/ 


, 1956 


___ Name Check Unit - Room 6523 » 

___ Service Unit - Room 6524 'V, 

__ Forward to Fil e Revi ew y 

___ Attention - 

I Return to 

SWe^^ror^ Room Ext. 


Ty pe of References Requested: 

I iRe oulnr Request (Analytical Search). 
DE3 a 11 References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
[ZZD Subversive References Only 
111 1 Nonsubversive References Only 
[=□ Main_References Only 


Ty pe of Search Requested: 

1 I Restricted to Locality of- 

I I Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

1 1 Buildup 1 ] Variations 

1 I Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 


SUBJECT: FRANK "BUSTER" WORTMAN 


FILE NUMBER: 63-32 SECTION 2 




Asslstaint Attorney General 
Warren Olney Ill 

Director, FBI 


FRAKX LEONARD WORTHAM , with llUl 
\ Frank 11 Bu star '^or t man 

lKFOBHATIOSTcoKC?mi» '' 


October 0| 1956 


|A^ 7438^- 


Reference le made to our memorandum dated 
September 14» 1956, your file 123-24-0, concerning 

captioned matter* 

✓ 

there are enclosed memoranda which contain 
information from this Bureau's files with respect to the 
names of the remaining individuals oonoernlng whom you 
requested information. The Information contained in 
the enclosed memoranda is based upon a check of the 
names which you furnished* This Bureau does not know ■*“ .. 
whether title individuals mentioned in 

memoranda are identical with the names Which you k furnished• 


It should also be noted that the information 
contained in the enclosed memoranda has not Verified 

or corroborated through investigation by this Bureau 
except where noted* 

By memorandum dated August 22, 1956, ve 
furnished you ldentlfioation records on 24 Individuals* 
Among the 24 Identification records which were furnished 
to vou waa an Identification rcoord on an Individ 


i1#l 


# T : 








7498 $^ 


KQTE : This is the matter which concerned Olney famishing 
alist of hoodlums and racketeers (28) and requesting all 
information in the Bureau files concerning these individuals. 
Olney did not advise the Bureau the reason why he wanted the 
information but it appears that some of these individuals 
have been called before Federal Grand Juries in the Missouri- 
Illinois areas and others may be called regarding racketeering, 
and income tax matters. Our project concerning this matter 
has now been completed and information has been furnished to 
Olney with respect to ell of the individuals whose names he 
furnished along with identification records concerning the 
individuals taiixiiixxlx whom we could possibly identify 
with the name8 furnished. J 
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t ? )- —— v . JLH AUgU5t, 19*f8 t the "Bast St. Louis Journal" carried 

Boardman”— —I ® story regarding the arrangements for the funeral of the late 

Belmont - Frank Cotton Eppelsheimer, to the effect that Eppelsheimer had 

- been hiding out at the home of Frank Wortman, at which time he 

Parsons - became ill and he was taken to the hospital by Wortman. 

£= — ( 63 - 32 - 0 .) 

Nease - 

Winterrowd — 

Tele. Room — 

Holloman- 


































/ By memorandum dated March 12. 195 1 *-* this Bureau 
furnished a Memorandum to Assistant Attorney General Warren Olney lll, 
Criminal Division, Department of Justice, captioned "Frank Buster 
Wortman, Contempt, of St. Louis Federal Grand Jury." (£3-3 

/ In April, 195h, our Springfield Office advised that 

Frank Wortman was' in the city Jail at St. Louis, Missouri, 
where he had been placed by Federal Judge Moore, following a 
citation for/contempt of court. (C 3 -3z-*y 


Board roan 


Winterrowd 
Tele. Room 
Holloman _ 


od 








An article appeared in thetSt. Louis Post Dispatch 
July 31, 1950, which reflected that Wortman, an East Side 
gangster described by the newspaper as a front man for the 


Chicago Capone Syndicate, had been served with a subpoena to 
appear before the Kefauver Committee. (63-32-5) 







^^^^^The "St* Louis Post Dispatch,* in an article dated 
July 22, 1952, reported that the Empire Club, in Madison 
County 9 Illinois 9 was reopened for business and that 
Frank "Buster" Vortman, a notorious East Side gangster, vas 
among the backers of this gang* 








The July 2* 195*** issue of the "St. Louis Post Dispatch* 
contained an article which indicated that Frank "Buster” Wortman 
whose refusal to tell the Federal Grand Jury his address 
resulted in his spending 4l days in jail faced more trouble 
over his Collinsville home with the filing the previous day, 

Sot a suit for $8*585 against him for unpaid brick.work. 

The article revealed that the previous spring Agents 
of the Internal Revenue Bureau became Interested in how I 
Wortman acquired his home. j. 

( 63 - 32 - 7 ) •* - l 

The August 22* 1954* issue of the "St. Louis Post 
Dispatch” contained an article entitled "Revival of Gang Wars 
Foreseen” by Theodore C. Link. This article concerned? 




1 



hoodlum and syndicate activities In Chicago and dfcher cltlee 
and It revealed that In recent weeks there had been unmistakable 
signs of restless stirring and maneuvering for power with bigger 
and more lucrative operations pertiaps In the offing. The 
article said that the audden removal of Charlee "Cherry Host" 
Gloe undoubtedly was an Inevitable outgrowth of that deep- 
seated disturbance. It was stated Gloe was a hoodl um of long 
standing operating near the top level in the Capone Grime 
Syndicate and In a grim choosing of sides he had been counted 
In opposition to Tony Accardo who took the reins long ago 
with the passing of Al Capone. The article stated that the 
death of Gloe could have been a dear warning that the Accardo 
forces were prepared to deal directly with any serious challenge 
their top dog" position now that a resurgence arid ere ansi on 
ln th ® alr * vaa sald that Gloe was aligned 
with Paul "The Waiter" Ricca, who had been Reported to have 
aspirations for the number one position. 


f elated that Prank "Buster"-Wortaan cf 
Loul8 * Illinois, chief representative of the syndicate 
in this area, was regarded as an Accardo man ln harmonious 
relations with Italian and Sicilian elements In Chicago, but 
he was opposed to them ln his own Immediate domain. The 

continued that the split in the 'Chicago organization 
had been going on for some time and that there had been strenuous 
but futile efforts to resolve It without loss of life. It was 

«i s ?-i? dica ^ ad that w °rtman and his principal lieutenant Elmer 
Dutch Dowling joined ln a high-level conference ln Chicago 
In an attempt to settle the portentous quarrel according to 
the St. Louis post Dlspatoh." The article mentioned Wortman’s 
spending t|l days in jail and It revealed that rumors of uneasy 
Jockeying among the ganstera were ln line with reports that 

t ° 0 unhappy about being out of reach for awhile. 
(o3-3>L-7) _ 
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The "St. Louie Poet Dispatch" dated June 23, 1955# 
revealed that an order for the arrest of Prank "Buster" 

Wortman, an East St. Louis gangstey,was Issued by the East 
St. Louis Police Department with respect to Its Investigation 
of the murder of J. Fred Eoenlg, a black market liquor operator 
and former 8t. Louis politician who had operated a racing news 
service in East St. Louis, Illinois. ( 03 - 32 -A) 









"Ih® St. Louis Post Dispatch," St. Louis, Missouri, 

Oh May 6, 1955, contained an article that Richard a. Carter, State*a 
Attorney, St. Clair County, Illinois, stated that he was investi¬ 
gating the issuance of a liquor license for the Red Rooster Tavern. 
The Red Rooster Tavern is located on the St. Clair-Madison County 
line in the 8800 block of Collinsville Road which has been 
notorious for gambling. The article indicated that the liquor 
license had been obtained on April 30, 1955, by Gordon Poster, 
a nephew of Frank "Buster" Wortman described as a "Capone Gang 
Lieutenant." The article concluded that the chairman of the 
license committee stated he had checked the Sheriff s office and 
related there had been no recent violation of law at the Red 
Rooster and he had no reason to refuse approval. 

"The St. Louis Post Dispatch" on May 25, 1955, contained 
an editorial to the effect that the gangsters are making wary 
passes at each other over control of the gambling activities in 
the local area. The article stated that the situation was a bit 
tense but the police of St. Louis, the County, and the East Side .know 
exactly whom to watch; namely, John J. Vitale and Frank "Buster" 
Wortman, rival gangsters, 


- 13 - 










"The St. Louis Post Dispatch* on May 23, 1955* 
revealed that John J. Vitale had been arrested in the invest!* 
gation of a reported underworld fight over the gambling activities 
which had led to attempts on the lives of Bimey T. "Chick" 

Havey, Jr., and Kenneth Mueller, former associates of Vortman* 
According to the article, Vitale was slid to have backed efforts 
of Havey, Mueller and J. Fred Koenig, a former St. Louis politician, 
to set up on the East Side a racing service in competition with 
the gambling dynasty of Vortman, a notorious gangster. J. Fred 
Kognig was murdered in the Spring of 1955 by unknown per sons *( 63 - 32-13 

An article appeared in the "St. Louis Post Dispatch" 
on April 2b s 1955* which reported that the sentencing of Louis 
"Red" Smith, one-time member of the old Egan Bats Gang, who was 
convicted of income tax evasion on April 23, 1955$ had been 
scheduled for May 12, 1955* Smith had been convicted of evading 
payment of taxes. Testimony had been Introduced by the defense 
that loans had been received from Frank "Buster" Vortman. an 
East Side gang leader. Smith and Vortman were reported to be 
top men in the organization of the Plaza Amusement Company, a firm 
dealing in the distribution of juke boxes and vending machines 
in the late 19*+0*s that dominated the juke box business in the 
St. Louis area by use of "muscle." ( 63 - 32 - 13 ) 

•The St. Louis Globe Democrat" on April 20, 1955, set 
forth that testimony had been introduced in the defense of Smith 
that he had borrowed $12,000 from Frank Vortman who was considered 
■Czar of the Capone Betting Syndicate of this area.” ( 63 - 32 - 13 ) 

■The St. Louis Post Dispatch" of May 5, 1955, set forth 
information that an establishment operating above the Terrace 
Lounge, East St. Louis, Illinois, and thought by police to be a 
clearing house for racing information for the St. Louis area 
handbooks was raided on May k $ 1955* Seven telephones and a 
quantity of betting paraphernalia were seized and two men were 
placed under arrest. The Terrace Lounge is a tavern and restaurant 
owned by Frank Vortman. 

"The St. Louis Post Dispatch" dated May 8 , 1955, 
contained an article stating that the control of the bases'll 11 
betting business in the St. Louis area had been taken over by 
Frank "Buster" Vortman and Elmer Dowling, East Side gangsters. It 
was estimated that the total amount bet in St. Louis County and 
St. Louis. Missouri, and the East Side in Illinois each week 
amounted to approximately $500,000, which gave a return to the 
operators of $50,000. 







i 


¥■ 





i 
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Th« artiole set forth that the Wortman-Dowling Gang 
took eontrol of the baseball bstttng through intimidations 
of operators of gambling establishments. The gang suggested that 
operators in St* Louie, Missouri, should more to East St. Louis, 
Illinois* It proposed to take a 20 per cent cut of the profits* 
This proposal, according to the newspaper article, did not appeall 
to the approximately 50 bookies to whom It was made* This 
stubornesS reportedly angered hoodlums who then announced,"Stay 
here but our cut will now be 50 per cent." (63-32-13) 


"The St. Louis Post Dispatch" of May 22, 1955# contained 
an artiole that two East St. Louis policemen had arrested Vortoan 
on May 21, 1955# and questioned him regarding the whereabouts 
of Mueller and Havey, mentioned above* Wortman reportedly stated 
that he was then at his home at the time of the shooting and he 
had no theories as to the reason for the shooting. 



An article appeared in the August 12, 1955, issue of 
The St. Louis Post Dispatch" which indicated that operations of 
a gambling syndicate headed by Prank "Buster" Vortman had been 
transferred from the Club Prevue, 8001 Collinsville Road, Madison 
County, Illinois, to another casino near the Cahokia Downs Fiscr. 
Track on the eastern outskirts of East St. Louis, St. Clair County. 
(63-32-15) 

An article appeared in the November 2, 1955# issue of 
"The St. Louis Post Dispatch" which revealed that feortman*s Club 
Prevue was raided by Illinois State Police who smashed their way 
into the club with an ax and the police took the names of 53 well- 
dressed customers and arrested one individual by the name of 


- IK - 







Robert Dunne who identified himself as the manager* The elub'a 
liquor licence wae issued to one Jack Danger* The gambling wing 
of the club was called the Club Corona and it was formerly known 
as the Hounds Club* According to the newspaper article, Vortaan 
was present during the raid but he "was in the night elub portion 
of the Olub Prevue• 


The November 6, 1955* issue of"Xhe 8t* Louis Post 'i 
Dispatch" contained an article which stated that Wortman*s Red *; 
Rooster Tavern* 6800 Collinsville Road,Was bombed on that date and 
police were checking reports that the bomb was exploded by 
members of a group of young hoodlums who had been in open 
rebellion against Wortman*s tight control of the St* Louis area 
rackets* (63-32-15) . 






•The Chicago Tribune" page 1, column 7, dated July 24# 
1956# contained an article captioned "Vortman Bead of Mob Forged 
in U.S# Priaon#* The article eta ted that Frank "Buster" Vortman# 
the "downstate* Illinoia hoodlum whose name has cropped up in the 
investigation of the million dollar Bodge financial scandal heads 
a savage underworld mob literally forged behind bars# The article 
related that Vortaan is a scowling nasty-tempered men in his 
late 4°’.8 whose home is a $100,000 brick ranch house outside of 
Collinsville# Illinois# It further relates that Vortaan had his 
beginning as a henchman in the old Shelton gang which ran everything 
illegal in Illinois from La Salle south before the war. The 
article further gives a background with respect to hia associates# 
hie contacts and the fact that he controls the rackets# 

(63-32-A) - • 
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An article was published in the "East St. Louis 
Journal® on October 11, 1944* reflecting that State's 
Attorney Louis P. Zerweck was contemplating requesting 
our Springfield Office to assist in locating certain 
suspects in a murder at the Club Royal Right Club located 
on Highway 13* Belleville* Illinois, inasmuch as the suspects 
had presumably failed to notify their local Selective Service 
Boards of their change of address. 



®St. Louis Globe Democrat® dated August 21, 1946* 
reported that remanents of the Capone Gang were preparing to 
take over the distribution of racing news on the East Side of 
St. Louis from the ®Ragen Outfit.® The newspaper named 
Prank "Buster" Vortman as one of the"front men."(62-81093-42-10) 



The "St. Louis Post Dispatch" of September 10, 1946* 
"reported that the Capone Gang demanded a cut of racing news 
profit in the St. Louis, Missouri, area. The article reflected 
that the Capone Gang of Chicago represented by two Egan 
gangsters and a notorious East Side hoodlum had made demands 
to be out in on the racing news profit in the St. Louis area. 
Frank "Buster" Vortman was named by the newspaper.(62-81093-42-24) 
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The St. Louis Poet Dispatch" on April 30, 1950# 
carried an article entitled "Hard Times Hit East Side 
Bookies Due to Squeeze by Capone Gang." The article indicated 
that Frank "Buster" Vortman and his Capone associates who 
offered wire service at $30 a week per telephone when they 
were breaking into the racing wire business have been "putting 
6n the squeeze" to such an extent that handbooks are no longer 
profitable for the operators. According to the artiole# 

Wortman*s strict monoply in the field of racing information 
service through control of the Pioneer Hews Service leaves 
gamblers with no alternative if they wish to go into business# 

The gamblerB had to pay up to $150 » week per telephone and 
in addition had to "cut" a representative of the syndicate 
in for as much as 40 per cent of the daily take.(62-75147*42-52 

page 44) - 

The United States Senate 3i*d interim report of the 
Special Committee to Investigate Organized Crime in Interstate 
Commerce pursuant to Senate Resolution 202 (ttlet Congress) 
entitled - "Resolution to Investigate Gambling and Racketeering 
Activities" 195l> mentions "Buster" Wortman. ( 62 - 91933-692 page 4.6 

The name of Frank "Buster" Wortman appeared on 
numerous pages of Parts 2, 4-# 4-A and 5 of the published reports 
of the Special Committee to Investigate Organized Crime in 
Interstate Commerce# United States Senate# 1950 - 1951 * This 
committee has often been referred to as the Eefauver Committee. 

( 62 - 91933 - 615 ) 

The name of "Buster"Wortmaj^aopears on page 3 of. jih/ 
the report of Special Agent fHHHHHm^at St. Louis, Wr 
Missouri, September 8, 1948*entltlea "Unknown Subjects; 

Missouri Primary Election, August 6, 1946* Theft of Ballots - 
Election Laws." A copy of this report was furnished to the 
Department of Justice. (56-639-1230) 



The name of Frank Wo rtman la mention ed on page 7 a / 
of the report of Special Agent ■■■■■■Pat Kansas City 
dated September/8, 1952, in the^aseentltlea "Unknown Subjects* 
Theft of Ballots, August 6, 1946, Primary Election, Kansas City, 
Missouri; Election Laws." A copy of this report was furnished 
to the Department of Justice. (56-639-1568) 





A memorandum dated June 18* 1952* was furnished 
by this Bureau to Assistant Attorney General James K. 
Mclnerney* Criminal Division* Department of Justice* 
captioned "Payments to Officials of Local Humber One* 
Interactional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers » APL to 


Obtain Employment at Scott Air Foroe Base* St. Louis* 
Missouri* Frank Wortman is mentioned in this memorandum 


■jggSjKjWE 


t>> 

bid 


ame of Frank "Buster" Wortman appears on 
pages 59* 100 and 150 of the report entitled "The Juke Box 
Backet" published by Virgil W. Peterson, operating director* 
Chicago Crime CooBaission* Chicago* Illinois* September* 1954 
(62-99197-9-26) - 
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The "St. Louie Globe Democrat" of March 15# 1955# 
reflected that St. Louie City Jail Warden E. E. Hensley 
and the Deputy Warden had been placed on leave of absence 
without pay. The article revealed that the dismissal of 
Hensley and the Deputy Warden followed the disclosure by the 
"St. Louis Globe Democrat" that special favorb had been 
received by Frank "Buster" Wortman, a notorious gangster# 
and oertaln oonvioted labor racketeers. (63-30-5) 


Frank Wortman* with alias* "Buster" was the subject 
of an Anti-Racketeerinc^as^inl954» Copies of the reports 
of Special AgentsflHMIHHVat Springfield* dated . . 

March 22* 1954# Springfield, dated Wit/ 

May 13, 1954# and^^HEEm^^at Springfield* dated J 
July 22, 1954# were burnished to tne Department of Justice. 
(92-108ilJ 




The June 23* 1955# issue of the "St. Louis Globe 
Democrat" contained an article which stated that J. Fred Koenig, 
former St* Louis politician and convicted"black marketeer? 
was found murdered June 22, 1955, in East St. Louie, Illinois. 


His body was found in the trunk of his Cadillac parked in the 
2900 Block of College Avenue* East St. Louis* Illinois. 

One theory of the slaying was that Koenig had been trying 
to cut into ,the race betting field dominated by Frank "Buster" 
Wortman* East St. Louis racketeer boss and notorious hoodlum. 
The July 3, 1955, issue of the "St. Louis Post Dispatch" 
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indicated that Frank Wortman had surrendered to St* Cli ir 
authorities July 2, 1955* and he was questioned extensively 
regarding the murder of Koenig. Wortman elalmed that he 
was at a drive-in theater with his children on the night 
Koenig was murdered. Wortman also denied that he had any 
connection with gambling in the fit* Louis ares and he told his 
interrogators that he was employed as a salesman for the 
Plaza Amusement Company, St. Louis, Missouri. (62-75147-42-86 
pages 81, 84L_——.——— 

- mm ^ m HH m m ^ 




Prank Vortmsn was a suspect In the robbery of the 
First National Bank, Rantoul, Illinois, which oocurred on 
June 19, 1934* He was interviewed and he denied any 
participation in said robbery. No positive identification 
of Frank Vortmsn was made by bank employees. ( 91 - 8 ) 



.. , _. A n view of 

the above information, on May 1 , 1947# Troop E of the State 
Highway Patrol, Poplar Bluff, Missouri, in the "Daily American 
Republic," a local newspaper, published the photographs of 
several members of the Egan and Capon© Gangs. Among the 
photographs published was a photograph of Frank "Buster" 
Wortmaa. Also in the newspaper on this date was an order 
by Captain 0 . L. Wallis to all the troopers in his command 
to pick up and place in jail any of the above-named individuals 
found in Southeast Missouri.(62-75147-42-26 pages 11, 12) 
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*et forth information “to April 20# 195 ^» 

« certified public aaermn*.««. e i rec £ 44186 °®orge Prank* 
testified that Louis Smith had e 1 **-]£*/?« Ei 5 8 .^ rajB ® nJ * r ‘t Company# 
|lrm operated by hoodlS,, JeeJj ? 6 ' 6 ? 0 tnt » r "*‘ In the 
Prank testified that »toJk li *° tt ® article. 

One of the men named by Prank uaa PrJeir^eR held by aix persona. 
Capon. Syndicate rmp^Jen^^^-^^j^,. 

report of Speclal^Ifn^SjljiffljUIIKf? S" Page 4 of the L. . 
Missouri, dated April 8 ^ Louis, 

fm b 4 ect8; ***• Sute BaJk*RiShl^dT^? e en “ ltled "Unknown 
1945* Bank Robbery, (Burglarv) " ** n ^ a ? a * October 17, 

furnished to the WM 


Dispatch; St! Louis^ 9 Mi 8 8ouri e ^T»A^ 011 f 0 5 the " Sfc - Loui « Post 
has had business dealings°with thafc 0rville E« Hodge 

mentioned that 1 Hodge, fif^ry and 5°^ Thle ar ticle 

have been owners of the Esquire An!S? were reported to 

Florida. The same articlI^eJitio^S ?w »° tel at Port Dauderdal 
■gamblers^ ware reported to have advfnSS^J 1 * 3 ^ 8114 other Ullnoi 

a behind-the-scenes boon for Hod^ ?«S n H ° dge ^ 0,000 when 
making. The article contained a S Jen^°?v e r n » r was ln the 
and Berry were reported to have inveafL *?* 6 Prank Wortman 
at Las Vegas, Nevada. However, when tvf i” 8 £ a ®bling casino 
Commission began 03 invest? the Hevada Gambling 

reported to hive “old2!t to ££Prsnnf 7 * nd Wortaan 
( 29 - 40046 -A- 7 - 19 - 56 ) an Pra ucisoo investors. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFJJUSTICE ~ • - -- »-* 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTlGA^^i A'lfft l 5 fit 

. WASHINGTON 25, D. C. ... 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 739 


aw 


•HtrtW—V. 

{Streeter* -- ~ 


, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

NAME AND NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

FD St Louis Mo 

Frank Wortnan 
#22901 

1-17-26 

USM St Louis Mo 

y 


Frank V/artman 

tt 

12-21-33 


ir " y 


SO Belleville Ill 

V. 

Frank Wortman 

it 

vr 

4-14-34 

FD Springfield, 

Frank ’Wortman ^ 
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ARRESTED OR 
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DISPOSITION 



NAME AND NUMBER 


Description: 

Race: white 

Sex: male 

IIeicnt: 5-9 
Weight: 1/0 

Hail’: brown 

Eyes: brown 

Complexion: dark 
Build: medium 

Birth: 12-4-0*- East 3 a Louis Ill 

Scars and marks: faint curved scar 3-’d Joint 
left 3 nd finger front. 1 small cir scars 2'' 
above left wrist front and out: faint ver scar 
1 { 2 nd and 3 rd joint right 3 rd finjer f coat. 

Faint ver scar l r base .’ight hand front. 

Citizenship: American 

Residence: l‘jl- St Louis. Avc. East St Lo/is Ill in 19-: 

Company: Kvpferhe-Kicv.s ft 3 . Co., Sub-contractor for 
H. B. Deal c: Co. ->;03 JO'. ; west Avo. St Lo.'.us Lo 
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Office Memorandum • united st^s government 


to « DIRECTOR, FBI 


September 28, 1956 


& 


om : SAC, ST. LOUIS 


<& 


SUBJECT: FRANK LEONARD WORTMAN, FBI No. 739186 

General Investigative Intelligence File 




(Top Hoodlum Coverage) 
St. Louis Division 




\ '' 

p- 




*my 

J / - / 


There follows a supplemental summary regarding the ac¬ 
tivities Of FRANK LEONARD WORTMAN. 

CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 


m3 ' 


. -.1 




Bureau 7 / ; : 
Springfield (94-81A) 
St.-LouVS (33-93E5) ' 


W NOV 7~ n 1956 
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WORTMAN, during the past several months, has been the 
subject of a large amount of publicity in St. Louis news¬ 
papers Most of the publicity concerns the appearance of 
witnesses before the Federal Grand Jury at East St. Louis. 
This Grand Jury has been investigating the activities of 
WORTMAN as regards his source of income and various other 
activities. This Grand Jury, according to tne articles, 
began this particular phase, of the investigation on August 
7 i956 held four sessions and was last recessed on Sep- 
tember 14, 1956. The articles shew the following Individuals 
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have been subpoenaed in connection with the WORTMAN in 
auiry: DAVID F./CRIVELLO - Broadview Hotel employee 
where WORTMAN h£s a suite; WILLI A^flfcVEIGH, Broadview 
Hotel -employee; SAM^MAGIN, former manager Paddock Bar; 
ELMER '< DUTCHpDOWLING*,. 1 ong- time hoodlum associate of 
WORTMAN; EDWARD TEDrwORTMAN, brother and business asso¬ 
ciate of WORTMAN; JOHN P. CONNOR, East Side gambler; 

JACK LANGER, operator of the Club Prevue; THCMASrBERRYi- 
former Belleville gambler and Illinois Slot Machine King, 
close friend of ORVILLE E. HODGE; GORDCa^TOSTER,nephew 
of WORTMAN and manager of the Red Rooster Tavern; GEORGE 
(BARNEY. BARTSXAUBRIGHT, former president of the Plaza 
Amusement Company; EDWARD J. (BALDY^^O'HARA, associate 
of WORTMAN and a former president of Terrace, Inp., the 
corporation which operated the Terrace Inn, a Wortman 
Night Club, and former bodyguard of WORTMAN; JQHN,_J.. 

^MOONEY. steamfitter, and president of Terrace, Inc.; 
PETEJtfBIANOULAKIS, wa. Pe^Dunne', formep manager of the 
gaming room at Club Prevue; EUGENE JOISvTEBEAU, .manager 
of the Paddock Bar; Mrs. HELEMfWARD, sister of Mrs. 
KATHERINE MAULE, deceased, who was, the bookkeeper for 
the Paddock and Terrace; HARRY AvSTERN, friend of VJORT- 
MAH family and fcrjaer gambler; PHILH^riOODY , manager of 
the Terrace: BARJjrDAYIT, hoodlum and ex-convict, neigh¬ 
bor of WORTMAN and a partner in WORTMAN ’s gambling enter¬ 
prises, who was convicted of the 1932 murdter of PAUL 
FLUECK, Maplewood, Missouri grocer; D. C.iWATSON, gambler 
who was connected with the old Eagle ]^k'Lottery, a 
former policy game operation; FELIX T <7 MCDONALD, gambling 
associate of WORTMAN and ex-convict who in 1935 received 
a 60-year sentence for thevransom kidnapping of Dr. ISAAC 
D. KELLY, JR.; CLAUS "BUD"/\TIETJE, accountant who was 
ouestioned about the Harlem Club, an East Side numbers 
game; GEORGE^ARQUILLA, Las Vegas, majority owner of the 
California Club, a. gambling casino; HARR/TABAK, partner 
of ARQUILLA; H. TJWORTHINGTON, partner of ARQUILLA; 
CHARLESvKING, Las Vegas accountant. 

\ \v" ;.•* 

An article appearing in the April 29, 195$ issue of 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch set forth that construction 
work on a mysterious man-made island, surrounded by a 
moat, had been resumed in the Bethel Church area near 
Collinsville, Illinois, under the watchful eye of WORTMAN. 
The land for the project was purchased by MAGIN who said 
he was building a boys’ club. Residents of the area were 
fearful that WORTMAN may be building a gambling casino or 
a well-guarded home, according to the article. 
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The July 10, 1956 issue of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
contained an article which stated that WORTMAN testified for 
one hour, twenty-five minutes on that date before a Federal 
Grand Jury at Springfield, Illinois, which is conducting an 
investigation to determine if Madison County gamblers have 
been failing to report their incomes. The Government spec¬ 
ifically is seeking to determine whether WORTMAN and other 
gamblers operating on the East Side have been.paying a $50 
a year occupational tax and the 10 $ tax on gross income. 

The investigation was started April 6 , 1956 after United 
States District Judge CHARLES G. BRIG&LE sharply criticized 
Madison County authorities for lack of law enforcement. Ac¬ 
cording to the article United States Attorney JOHN B. STOD¬ 
DARD, JR., Southern District of Illinois, said WORTMAN was 
questioned about a report that an Internal Revenue Agent, 
investigating his income, was slugged in the Paddock Tavern, 
429 St. Louis Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois, July 2, 1956 
STODDARD described WORTMAN as "the biggest hoodlum of the 
St. Louis area who has been flouting the law for sometime . 

An article in the St. Louis Globe Democrat on July 11, 
1956 said the Treasury Agent reportedly recognized WORTMAN 
as the man who slugged him. The Agent was at the Tavern on 
a cabaret tax investigation. 

An article in the July l4, 19c6 issue of the St. Louis 
Globe Democrat contained an article which 3 aid that some 
forty witnesses had been called before a Federal Grand Jury 
at Danville, Illinois to testify about the alleged slugging 
of an Internal Revenue Service Agent by WORTMAN. The wit¬ 
nesses, all employees or patrons of the Paddock, had been 
served, and most of them were scheduled to appear July 19 
and 20, 1956. According to United States Attorney JACK 
MORRIS, East St. Louis, Illinois, the investigation probably 
would be moved to East St. Louis. 


The July 17, 1956 issue of the St. Louis Globe Demo- 
crat contained an article which stated that on July 16 , 

1956 seven Agents of the Federal Alcohol Tax Unit visited 
the Paddock and remained about two hours, checking licenses 
and records and measuring the alcoholic content of bottles 
behind the bar. 


The July 19, 1956 issue of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
contained an article which said that ORVILLE ENOCH^HODGE, 
former Illinois State Auditor, was part-owner of the Es- 
auire Aoartment Hotel at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, ana 
THOMAS BERRY.and WORTMAN were reported to have had a 
financial interest in the place at one time. It was 
stated that WORTMAN was considering a number of gambling 
ventures or. Florida's East Coast and in Havana, Cuoa. 
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Most of these plans were discarded after the Kefauver Senate 
Committee, which investigated organized crime in the United 
States, threw a spotlight on the situation and Florida auth- 
orities cracked down on gambling and vices. WORTMAN reportedly 
still has an interest in a gambling casino in Havana. 

The article said that GEORGE P. COUTRAKEN, State's At¬ 
torney, Sangamon County, Illinois, was interested in the 
report that $30,000 was advanced to HODGE by BERRY and 
other gamblers and gangsters in Central and Southern Illi¬ 
nois last year at a time when a behind-the-scenesboom for 
HODGE for Governor was in the making. Prior to the $ 30*000 
loan, HODGE, WORTMAN, BERRY, and ELMER DOWLING were said to 
have invested in a gambling casino at Las Vegas, Nevada, 
however, the article said that Agents of the Nevada Gambling 
Commission attempted to prove that they were financially in¬ 
terested, however, straw parties were listed as the investors. 

An article in the St. Louis Globe Democrat, dated July 
25, 1956, made mention of WORTMAN's demand for the return 
of $100,000 to $150,000 he had contributed to the ORVILLr, 

E. HODGE 1952 Election Campaign, mentioned hereinbefore. 

An article appearing in the July 29* 1956 issue cf 
the StV Louis Post-Dispatch reported that WORTHAN had odd 
Federal authorities he maintains control of various enter¬ 
prises, including night clubs, by keeping the proprietors 
in heavy debt to him. -the article said that authorities 
had learned from WORTKAN that the "straw" proprietor of 
the Paddock Bar owes him $50,000 under a "gentlemen's 
agreement" but WORTMAN's name is not on contract or on 
the deed. 

An article appearing in the July 31* 1956 issue of 
the St. Louis Globe Democrat reported that Special Assis¬ 
tant Attorney General EARL A. JINKINSON was in charge of 
a Special Grand Jury at Danville, Illinois, checking^ irn,o 
possible collusive practices by Illinois State contractors. 

One aspect of the Government's investigation of highway 
construction in Illinois is whether tnere has been an in¬ 
vasion by gangster elements. The article said WORTMAN re¬ 
portedly is one of those under scrutiny in the probe. 

An article in the August 4, 1956 issue of the St. 

Louis" G 1 obe Democrat said that subpoenaes woula be issued 
for WORTMAN, DOWLING, BERRY and MAGIN to appear before one 
Sangamon County Grand Jury investigating one OnVxw.* 

State Warrants scandal. 
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An article in the August 12, 195$ issue of the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch said DOWLING and WORTMAN had appeared 
before that Jury August 10, 1956, but both refused to 
make statements other than giving their names and addresses 
on constitutional grounds of possible self-incrimination. 


An article in the August 5> 1956 issue of the Globe 
Democrat said telephone numbers of WORTMAN and two close 
associates, DOWLING and MAGIN, were found in HODGE'S pri¬ 
vate files. It was stated that listed under BUS , a 
nickname for WORTMAN, was the number Bridge 1295- Collins¬ 
ville 1915 R, issued to DOWLING, was listed as were two ^ 
listings for MAGIN, Collinsville 1043R which was changed 
to Collinsville 2518. In addition there were seven numbers 
for THOMAS J. BERRY, contact man for WORTMAN and former 
Belleville slot machine operator. 

An article in the August 6 , 1956 issue of the Globe 
Democrat said the Grand Jury at East St. Louis would go 
into the activities of at least twelve or thirteen enter¬ 
prises reputedly dominated by WORTMAN. It was said the 
Grand Jury would probe - one, the operations of the 
Paddock, the Terrace Lounge, and the Club Prevue; two, 
the dealings of the Flaza~Amusement Company, a Wortman 
Enterprise; and, three, the purpose of two WORTMAN assoc¬ 
iates, MAGIN and DOWLING, on the Board of Directors of 
the G & B Real Estate Company, which is developing a 
large-scale subdivision at Columbia, Illinois. 


An article in the August 7, 1956 issue cf the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch said that one of the purposes of 
the inquiry was to determine if there have been violations 
of the Federal Anti-Racketeering Laws. 


The August 11, 1956 issue of the St. Louis Globe 
Democrat contained an article which said that MAGIN had been 
pressured out of the G & B Real Estate Company because of 
the unfavorable publicity he had been receiving during te 
Federal Grand Jury investigation of WORTMAN. He reportedly 
sold cut for $6,000, according to the Company Attorney 
ADOLPH SCHWARTZ. 

The August 28* 195^ issue of the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch contained an article which stated that WORTMAN, 
DOWLING and MAGIN had appeared before the Sangamon County 
Grand Jury the previous day in connection with any busi¬ 
ness dealings WORTMAN may have had witn HODGn. They reiusea 
to tell the Grand Jury whether they knew HODGE, ever gave 
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him a campaign contribution, received money from him, or 
made campaign contributions with the understanding that 
they would get gambling protection. The article quoted 
WORTMAN as stating that HODGE "doesn't owe me any money 
now", however, he refused to say whether HODGE was in¬ 
debted to him in the past. 

The August 28, 1956 issue of the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch said the Grand Jury at East St. Louis.had been 
unable to find a bank account for WORTMAN. It'was 
further said that the Government was applying the "Net 
* -Worth" formula in its effort to determine whether WORTMAN 
has met his income tax obligations. 

The September 15, 1956 issue of the St.' Louis Globe 
Democrat contained an article which said that the Federal 
Grand Jury at East St. Louis had recessed September 14, 
1956 for an "indefinite" period. It was stated that seme 
fifty witnesses to date had been heard. 


ASSOCIATES 

The names of no associates have come to the attention 
of the St. Louis Division other than those mentioned above 
under the section on Criminal Activities. Because of the 
large number of names, they are not being repeated in this 
section. 


LEGITIMATE AND ILLEGITIMATE BUSINESS 

No additional business establishments in which WORTMAN 
r.a : have- an interest have come to the attention of the St. 
Louis Division other than those which have previously been 
reported under the Top Hoodlum Program. -"" 


HANGOUTS AND PLACES OF AMUSEMENT FREQUENTED 

No additional information has been received regarding 
ir.lS section. * 


IDENTIFICATION RECORD 
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ELMER SYLVESTER DOWLING 
FBI No, l6Uii 966 „„„ 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FILE 
( TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE) 
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Inasmuch as all the information which has oome to 
i ! the attention of the Springfield Division d^ing the past 
several months is oontained in the summary submitted on 
FRANK LE0NAR£!UQB3 separate summary u ® 

on^OWElN gV*TJow 6ver, two copies of the summary on WORTMAN are 
enolosed with this letter. 


2 - Bureau (Enel 2) 

1 - Springfield (94-81B) 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (94-81A) 

FRANK TFQNARD "BUSTER "^WORTMAN 
GENERAL INVEST! GAT I YE INTELhl 6 TENCE FILE 
v' (TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE) 

The following is a summary regarding the activities 
of captioned hoodlum who has FBI Number 739 186, 

BACKGROUND AND HIST0RY 



m 
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ll 
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Because of the current Federal Grand Jury inquiry 
under way at East St. Louis, Illinois 9 concerning the activities 
and business connections and interests of WORTMAN, there is 
being quoted in part hereafter the newspaper article published 
in the "East St. Louis Journal", East St. Louis, Illinois, 

August 19, 1956, written by Staff writer RUBEN YELVINGTON whic 
in part bn article covering and bringing up to date the history 
and activities of this hoodlum. __ ,,, , / 


i 


l 


This article states that back in Aprils 1934, 

WORTMAN and his brother , EDWAR9f%0RTMAN, were arrested and 
charged with participating in jd Belleville, Illin ois 3 burglary 
FRANK^WORTMAN w as using an alias of RI C HARLpFOR D and EDWARD 
WORTMAN was using an alias o f TED^LOO^R ,. / X ijf ... 

FRANK WORTMAN on September 25(, 0(33, accompanied by 
the late hoodlum MONROE "BLACHE" ARMlpB, assaulted Federal 
agents during a raid on a whisky still near Collinsville, 
Illinois, and for this crime WORTMAN received a ten-year 
sentence in the Federal penitentiary. FRANK WORTMAN was parole i 
March 6, 1941. 

A third man who had been charged with him fn March 
of 1934, one HARLEY GRIZZELL, was later machine-gunned with 
another gangster. NORMAN FARR, just north of Caseyvillj 

INDEXED-9 I LI =24 

This article goes on to st 
WORTMAN was paroled in 1941, he bega 

remants of the old SHELTON gang and he soon became associated 
with the old CAPONE gangsters in Chicoe pOT- tt fr ouc mentioned 

ARMES was the Southern Illinois .lieutenant of the CAPONE 
element, until his death in 1944, which left FRANK WORTMAN. 
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The article also starves that come hint of the 
WORTUAN associations was made public in 1947 when BUTE 
VIRGINIJ/^OBTMAN, tb.en.~22, half-sister of FRANK WORTUAN, 
was arrested in Kennett, Missouri, and ckaraed with driving 
a stolen car across the state line. Miss WORTUAN, a Chicago 
resident then, told the sheriff fa, deputies at Kennett that 
she borrowed the car from RALPfy/VAPQNEj^Jbrother of the late 

n Scarface n AL CAPONE, to drive to the funeral of CARL ( •_ — 

SHELTON, who had been murdered at Fairfield, Illinois, on 
October 28 of that year, She said after the funeral she 
had driven to Missouri to visit friends and explained that 
CARL SHELTON was her godfather* 

WORTUAN in about 1945 associated himself with 
ELMER SILVESTER JDOWLINC (FBI Number 1644 966J, ® St* Louis 
hoodlum who is now living at Collinsville, Illinots* 

DOWLING, a World War II sergeant in the United States Army, 
was a prisoner of war* During a sixty-day furlough after 
his liberation, he was arrested in St» Louis on a traffic 
charge in May of 1945 and found in possession of a *45 
caliber pistol* The license plates on the car he was driving 
were issued to FRANK WORTUAN* 

. When the Kefauver Senate Crime Investigating 
Subcommittee questioned Cook County, Illinoi s, States 
Attorney JOHlTjbOILE in a closed-door session in 1950, they 
learned thi3 public official had been an attorney for the 
^Trans^-American News Publishing Company organised in Fairmont 
City by CAPONE interests in 1946* BOTLE told the committee 
he did n corporate work" for the firm from October 8, 1946, 
to June 9, 1947, receiving a $2500 fee* 

The Trans-American Publishing Company was set up 
to muscle in on the Continential Press Service, controlled 
by gangster JAMES U, RAGEN, since murdered, and tkePipneer 
Jffews Agency of St* Louis, then headed by PAUL "BEVD^BBOWN' 
and ~CLARENCE""GULLET'C&WENS* --- 


The/Continential Press at that time had a nation¬ 
wide monopoly on horse race results* The Pioneer Company 
served the St* Louis Metropolitan Company with race news 
service after obtaining it from Continential* The Reliable 
News Agency which operated in Fairmont City, Illinois, 
adjacent to East St, Louis, Illinois, was incorporated in 
1946* The incorporation papers filed in Belleville, 
Illinois, listed GEORGETWICH, GORDON 'FOSTER* and FRANK 
*GTJI7fU inr/ 4 


UINN as incorporatorsJ 


b c - 
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The article states the^Reliable Agency and the 
X/frans-American New s Agency.were apparently the same opdr - 

^tVon~an<r'by~1947, the Reliable and the llnm^d^WEN *the 
hnd onlit the lona^time nartnership of BROWN and OWbH, tn 
operators of Pioneer. BROWN went on the Reliable payroll 
and Meltable started taking over the Pioneer customers . 

Meanwhile, frUissmri ike 5oa ^ we |t ern ^ e ii m ^^° ne 
Company had discontinued service to the Pioneer Company, 
thereby, aiding the Reliable Company. 


About 1947 the Plaza_Amusement, Company was 

incorporated in St. Louis, Missouri, and became thei largest 

distributor in the~~dfedTorP}nball 

and other coin-operated devices. In March of 194 

Plaza Company mas registered to do business in mmoi! »**» 

,ts Illinois o//ice dieted os £1^1^ establishment, 

iTtbe buttoni^TafentZas^AHD W Mill, 

n/ Jj?AM5T« Officers of this company were listed _ 

president ; AAT/. r BjUUMST, vice presidentj and ELMER 

' BOWLING, secretary • 

. 27n's article states that GEORG^/fRANI, St. Louis 

+n 7 r? Kefauver Senate CViJ7ie -Investigation 

Committee'on February 24, 1951, 

and TED WORTMAN to be an accountant for four fvrnB, 

Plaza Amusement Company, CAW Lo ™ r C °*P a W d '\ S *p ion eers News 
Reliable News Agency in Fairmont City, and the rioneers news 

Agency in Sto Louis, MisscuTi* 

He told the committee that FRANK WORTMAN owned 
oQry f,p +hp 11P5 shares of stock in the Plaza firm* lhe 

had aijnr value of $100j TED WORTMAN owned 225 shares ; 
LOUIS "RED"'JEMITH owned 225 shares; and ELMER BOWLING held 

336 sharesif" 

Earlier GREGORY "REDjLtfO ORE had shares in the 

£K>^“ 9 aiso\^n S*o^pSKarW 

Aat llese shares in if51 had been sold hash to 
the Plaza firm, according to jRAIiijl. 

MOORE, East St. Louis Police Character and former 

TnX 

IL .mTed aner an Illinois State Police raid m 1951. 
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The article stated that among the employees of 
the plasa Amusement Company between 1947 and 1951 was 
ADAMMWONDOLOWSKI* who in 1955 was licensed by the City 
of Eaht St o Louis, Illinois, t^j/iistribute pinball machines 
in that city under ~the name~of/Sho.mrock Service Company, 

712 Summit Aven ue*.. East Sta.J^su is f . .I llihp isc 


, The article goes on to state that the Plasa 

Amusement Company, after its organisation in 1947, took 
over the^U idwestj lcvelty Company, thefLe^Ma y Nov elty 
Company, 01 <J ^Tejstbiibom^JlbMpar: y, and equipment from' the \ " 
loh ^baBan Wire M usic Company the the Murphy Distributing \ 
Company, according to GEORGE FRANK* It was not brought •' 
out, according to this article, what methods were used to 
induce these firms to sell to the WORTMAN outfit . 

O t <’ 

JfEORGE FRANK also said, according to this article, 
that th&fC & W Loan Co mpany was operated by EDWARD n TED n 
WORTMAN to moke loans to customers of the Plasa Company so 
they could purchase equipment* 

ft ■■ ■■ *' - — 

The articl&states ~bhat WORTMAN put PAUL n BE7 n 
ERO.WN s son, WILLJAlfBROWN, to work as the manager of the 
Plasa Amusement Company an u BROWN was still writing checks 
on this company as late as August 1949, but by that time 
he had purchased control of the Pioneer News and the Pioneer 
had bought out Reliable* 


^ BROWN denied there were any gangster connections 

with Pioneer despite the testimony of TRANK* Some idea of 
the sise of Pioneer is gathered from BROWN’s testimony 
before the Kefauver Committee in Washington in July of 1950 
when he said he borrowed $30,000 from his mother to 
invest in this company and recouped $15,000 of this amount 
during the first nine months in addition to his salary of 
$500 a monthyas President . The Vice-president of Pioneer 
was WILLIAlyMOLASKY, a major shareholder in Western Union 
Company1 ■p 


The article goes on to relate how the CAPONE 
element tried to grasp control of the Continental after 
RAGEN’s murder* 


The article states that the Senate Committee 
learned that the Continental Company’s business to book¬ 
makers was estimated to be between three and five , billion n 
dollars annually* It also states that the Pioneer Company 
received from, its customers *r. an average of $75 a week, 
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back in those years for news service, the largest amount 
of $350 per week was received from one JfiGARROLL, presumably 
identical with the JAMES^GARROLL who told'the Senate Committee 
■that his M&O operation in East St / Louis, IllinpU, handled 
$20 million dollars \porth of bets in 194?, which outfit was 
operated by MICHAELjMADY and JOHlMtOONET* ‘ 

The article also states that in 1950, former Illinois 
Attorney General I7AN ELLIOTT said the Pioneer Company had 
sen iced ^bwenty-eight handbooks in Illinois*, The two largest 
being the^Syde Park Casino and the former^ZV O C lub b oth of 
Madison Cou nty 9 Illinois, and that the Hyde Park Club pFossed 
over $6j000,000 in 1947 and the 200 Club was grossing $1,500,000 
per year. 


The article goes on to state that WILLIAM BROWN 
referred to above who headed the Pioneer News Company after 
leaving WORTMAN t s Plasa Amusement Company is the same WILLIAM 
BROWN who was arrested in East St. Louis, Illinois, by local 
police May 4, 1955, in rooms above the WORTMAN owned and 
controller Terrgee^Lounge on Collinsville. Avenue in East St, 
Louis,^Illinois,,where BROWN and another man in a small room 
were distributing racing results with a battery of seven 
telephones, The charges against these men, according to 
this article, were dismissed subsequently by East St, Louis 
Police Magistrate HARRY CASSIN on the grounds that the search 
warrant used by the East St, Louis Police was faultyAt 
the time of this raid in May of 1955s the officers fc/uhd a 
slip of paper, according to this article, which had on it 
the following, ”First Call Red Rooster ? The article described 
thg/Red Rooster as a long-time gambling establishment located 
on Collinsville Road between East St, Louis, Illinois, and 
Collinsville, Illinois, which had a license in the name of 
GORDON FOSTER, The telephone number of the Bed Booster turned up 
in some St, Louis, Missouri, gambling raids. Police in 
this raid also found a telephone bill addressed to GORDON 
FOSTER in care of the Terrace. 

The article states that East St, Louis, Illinois 
Police Commissioner RUSSELL BEEBE said the evidence did not 
mean anything because many persons used the Terrace as an 
address who were not in any way connected with the night 

club a 


The article goes on to state that this history, 
though ancient , was part of the story of WORTMAN* s rise to 
power and prominence and goes on to relate part of a story 
told to the Kefauver Committee in San FrancFsco in March 
of 1951 by a Cherokee Indian named CHARLES/LUBBES. 
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The article states LUBBES admitted being a liquor 
runner from Cairo,fllli noi s , into dry states and named his 
employer as HIMAN/RUBIN, whom LUBBES described as a n pal" 
of FRANK w BUSTER, 'WORTlLA.No LUBBES is reported in the article 
as saying that when he was unable to get supplies he needed 
at Cairo, he obtained them from the Valley distributing 
Company of East St c Louis, Illinois 3 and said he had net 
FRANK WORKMAN at the Valley firm many times and also stated 
that WORKMAN was a silent partner in several Cairo, Illinois, 
liquor firms 0 

The article goes on to state that other companies 
connected with the gambling business, which apparently were 
associated with the WORKMAN enterprises, were the-4telba 
Company„of ..Fairmont-Mity,-UlincS.s^.^a mail-order betting- 
firm closely associated with Reliable Company, which company 
went out of business when its * take” dropped • to $500 a day . 

The article also narked the Eagle Park Lottery, 
later called the Harlem Association, which was involved in 
a Government tax case in which case the twelve men listed 
as partners weres 


SAM MAGIN, 150 Hillcrest Drive, 
Collinsville, Illinois, Manager of 
the WORKMAN controlled Paddock Tavern 
and neighbor of ELMER DOWLINGj 



EUGENE Ip ATES, Real Estate Dealer, 
Democratic politician and former 
official of the East Side Levee and 
Sanitary District of East St» Louis, 
Illinois, and also former charman of 
the St, Clair County, Illinois, Board 
of Revenues 

CLARENCE^CANGE, Proprietor of a tavern 
at 2600 State Street, East St« Louis, 
ZllhlSLiALt w here slot machines were 
confiscated recently, who is a friend of 
Sto Clair County Chief Deputy Sheriff 
CLIFFOR&fLOODs ... 

VINCENT "VICZfifOYLE, BelJLeville^IJlinoJs, 
Former proprietor in the 1940s of one of ' 
the largest and most notorious gambling 
casino in southern Illinois, located at 
East Stc Louis, Ilj.i~-.oisj 


- 6 - 
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THOMA^BERRY, formerly of Bellevill e, Ill inois, 
former'slot machine diatribrrtor'a'n^~more recently 
former manager cf the California Club gambling 
casino at Las Vegas, Nevada / 

JULIUs/flSCHMANN and WILLIAM "BOW-WOW" [^c QUILLAN [ 
widely known St. Louis area gamblersj " 

CLAUS Eo "BUD’^fETJE, 10 Eilltqp_^lace, East 
S t. Louis , Illinois, accountant and former 
'member of St. Clair County Board of <Supervisors 
and an influential politician, who was caught 
in the June 4, 1954, Illinois State Police raid 
of the lottery or numbers racket headquarters at 
the old Eagle Parks 

D. C o/^ATSON,. Love joy "Brooklyn",- Illinois, 
proprietor of the Harlem Club in that city / 

FRED EACKETEAL and CLIFF PEAYER, both now 
deceased. 

The article states in explaining WORTMAN’s influence 
that the.Kefauver Senate Committee in 1950 while questioning J._E 
"PAT'J^Z&piJAN of Jefferson City, Ifis&'HLrS^.a confidant of the 
Governor of Miss ouri, FORRIST^SMITE, regarding a reported gift 
of $100,000 to StflTH^s campaign fund by East St. Louis gamblers, 
got an admission from NOONAN that he had had conversations with 
WORTMAN and GREGORY fRED^MOORE , but declined to say whether he 
had collected contributions from them. 

CURRENT FEDERAL GRAND JURY INQUIRY 
INTO TEE ACTIVITIES AND ASSOCIATES OF WORTMAN 
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Copies of this summary are being furnished -the St. 
Louis and Chicago Offices because of the wide~spread interest 
of the press in those areas in recent months concerning the 
activities of WORTMAN. 
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SAC, ST. LOUIS (33-93E5) 

^RANK LEONARD WORTMAN 

FBI No, 739186. C - 

GENERAL” INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FILE 
(TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE) 

ST. LOUIS DIVISION 


There follows a supplemental summary regarding 
the activities of FRANK LEONARD WORTMAN. 


CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 


1 







An article appearing in the St. Louis Post Dispatch 
dated November 25 , 1956 , reflects that “Governor Elect (Missouri) 
JAMES T. BLAIR, JR. informed the Post Dispatch that gamblers 
and hoodlums would not be permitted to operate in St. Louis 
and that he would ’’make that clear in unequivocal terms 
to those he appointed to the new Board of Police /Commissioners." 
The article continued that "The question of open-gambling 
in St. Louis arose after the Post Dispatch was informed 
that friends of racketeers, machine politicians and some 
of the WORTMAN crowd - associates of FRANK "BUSTER" NORTH AN 
East Side gambling and gang boss - would put pressure“on -— L ~~ 
BLAIR to appoint a police board which would wink at gambling." 
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f If^e noTeTl that this oH'L'ce IW Wie ffflcagS Offl^ 1 
conducted investigation concerning aboTe-rneHtioned theft in the 
; Un ? no £» Subjects; Breaking of Seals on Trailer 
Louii 1 fi!ri5-4266t S EXPrSSS C ° mpany ^ 9/5/55 - TFIS", StV ' 
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During the past six months, WORTMAN has been the 
subject of a certain .amount of newspaper publicity in the 
St. Louis Area. Most of this publicity has concerned the 
investigation being conducted by the Federal Grand Jury 
at East St. Louis, Illinois. 

In an article appearing in the September-^, 1956 , 
issue of the St. Louis Post Dispatch , it is stated that WORTMAN 
has Deen linked with two Chicago Trucking firms, the details 
of which were not available. It was stated that Grand Jury 
witnesses on September 10 and 11 included truck company officers. 

The article stated that subpoenaes had been served 
on two witnesses reputedly connected with the Old Eagle 
Park Lottery, later knownas the Harlem Association. These 
subpoenaes were for D. GrWAJJSON and CLAUS "BUDj^TIETJE 
The article said that BART^AVIT, former St .' Louis County 
hoodlum and convict, was a witness September 12, 1956 . He 
was described as a neighbor of WORTMAN and a partner in 
gambling enterprises. He was paroled from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary in 19^9 after serving thirteen years of a life 
sentence for the holdup murder of a Maplewood grocer. 

An article in the September 13 , 1956 , issue of the 
St. Louis Post. Dispatch. , said that the inquiry was expected 
to recess September 14 which will give authorities a chance 
to search for BARNEY BARTS and TOM BARRY, missing witnesses. 

It was stated that FELIX T. MC DONALD was a witness September 12 
195o. MC DONALD received a sixty-year sentence in 1935 in 
Missouri for the ransom kidnapping of Dr. ISAAC D. KELLEY, JR. 

The October 12, 1956 issue of the St. Louis Post 
Dispatch contained an article which stated that the suicide 
of IRL B. ROSENBLUM, an attorney who lost large sums of money 
gamoling, came two days after henchmen of WORTMAN demanded 
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$12,000 he owned In gambling debts at the Club Prevue. The 
artiele said that ROSENBLUM reportedly lost $400.000at the 
dice tables on the East Side, in Las Vegas, and on horse 
races. Part of this money reportedly came from the $ 236,553 
estate of GEORGE B. FLEISCHMAN. 9 D 

of RO<?FNRTnMt«, a f^Ji e 5 lso stated that the gamblers upon hearing 
oi ftObENBLUM s death, became nervous and moved their gambling: 

operations from the East Side to a little frame house on a 

bounty, Missouri, near Imperial, it was 
, at the operation was being run by JQHNSPECULATOR 
^CONNER, long time W0RTMAN gambling manager. - -—— 


^ . Th f November 3, 1956, issue of the St. Louis Globe 

g g g gyy 5 n article which Btated that' according to 

GLENN J. KENNIS0N, Manager of the Palladium Lounge, 349 
CoHinsviile Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois, he has been 

SnnSv mi* 8 for M the P urchase of the Terrace Lounge. ^PHILLIP 
MOODY, Terrace Manager, denied that the Lounge w&-^ for 

sale or that negotiations were under way. 


IT/? MOOR] 


e . , . D^ing this period, GREGORY E. _^REEr^M00RE , was the 

subject of newspaper publicity as a result of Having been 
served a subpoena to appear at the W0RTMAN inquiry. These 

S rI C J eS o5 iC ?^i peared in newspapers from November 9 through 
November 3°, 1956, set forth that MOORE, one of the operators 
of the Old Hyde Park Gambling Casino at Venice, Illinois, 
refused to answer some questions put to him in hfsTTrS't 
appearance before the Federal Grand Jury at East St. Louis, 

* JJ e appeared before U. S. District Judge WILLIAM G. 

JUERGENS and was directed to answer eight of thirteen 

?=^ St ^ nS J 0 hjjn by the Pedera l Grand Jury. He originally 
had attempted to get the subpoena quashed contending thlt 
he personally was being investigated and any information he 
gave the Grand Jury might be used against him. 

' . . J h f November % 1956 , issue of the St. Louis Post 

P. ds P a frch stated that the Grand Jury inquiry into W0RTMAN 
would be resumed November 26 , 1956 . 

? h f December 2, 1956 , issue of the St. Louis Post 
Dispatch stated that gambling equipment valuecT'at $10,000— 
mosFTT^hich was seized by Illinois State Police at the ' 

Club Prevue in a raid in November, 1955, was destroyed 
December 1 , 1956 , at the Madison County Jail, Edwardsville 
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The December 7, 1956 issue of the St. 
Dispatch contained an article which stated tEaF 

An U/'N'nrmur a \r —_j _ , ^ 


Post 


aTasioclate of WBnuT/'S5^2^'&“SbS‘7.°33S*^'. N 

Indictment charging him with perjury before the 

Revenue AveHts’ JUI> wi and ,5 akin S a false statement to Internal 
Revenue Agents. His address was given as JL^o fl illcrest 

^^®juj£'5 > J-lln3ville, Illinois. His bond was set at $10 000 
The article stated that the indictment alleges MAGIN was 

nSSS®Jf ted W0RTMAN and J£&ER "DUTCH^SoWLING in the 

C fu h Sales Company, “pol icy “game, in Brooklyn; 
br4ast%J n t 95 i« t 5f n f mp J- re Club on Collinsville Road, east 
7ftno in 1951 > the 7800 Blub at 

In £^ n o Vil i e R °? d ln 1952 ' the Club which operated 
ioci he R 5 dRo °ster Club in Fairmount City in 1952, 1953 and 
1954, and the Junction T Club near Venice, Illinois in 1955. 

,» n The artl ° le we J}t on to state that the Grand Jury 
recessed December 6, 1956, and that witness MARY P0RTELL a 

«n^ nd ° f BAR SF BARTS ' was sent to J a il ^ or refiS^ th J 

tffpn a fSp e p ti0 3 puttD u er by the Grand Jur> y* She refused 
tel1 - bhe Grand Jury where she lived prior to moving to an 
address in Collinsville, Illinois. moving to an 

- Th ? December 8, 1956 issue of the St. Louis Globe 
Democrat contained an article which stated that SAM GEORGE 
/^AGIN faced possible deportation inasmuch as he was born—• " 
inGreece and has never been naturalized. It was statid' 
he would be subject to deportation if convicted on the 

inJ?^ Sta ^ em K nt cha fse The false statement count in the 
indictment charges that MAGIN falsely told two Internal 
Revenue Service Intelligence Agents September 6, 1956, that 
he was born in Chicago, January 28, 1907. 

__7 h ? January 27, 1957, issue of the St. Louis Post 

Dispatch stated that the Grand Jury in East St. Louis would' 
reconvene January 28, 1957 after a month's recess. 

tv, 4. u Th f Januai *y 27 j 1957, issue of the St. Louis Post 
Slsgatch contained another article which state d that the - 

K ing sur f?^ ded hy a deep moat which neighbors 
wSS.! 111 b a gambling casino or a headquarters for 
W0RTMAN s gang, was nearing completion and the cost of the 
project was estimated at $250,000 by a veteran building 
contractor MAGIN insisted that he was the owner of the 

to the n frticle nt6ndS t0 & b ° y ' S club there according 


\ 
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^ . Th ® March 9 , 1957 issue of the St. Louis Po st 
Dispatch contained an article which stated that the Rpn ch 
House on the East Side was raided by Illinois State Police 
and dice tables, chips and other gambling evidence was 
confiscated. When the establishment, located at 6600 Missouri 
Avenue, Centreville Township, was broken into, 38 men and 
one woman were around two pool tables being used fpr dice games. 
The State Police, according to the article, said they had & 
information that the gambling operations of WORTMAN had 
moved to the S&ngh House following a raid on his Madison 
County Casino, Club Prevue, by State Officers. Six thousand 
poker chips seized bore the initial "CP”. Twenty-six of the 

P erso ^ s at the Ranch House gave St. Louis addresses. 
5S’ a £?' 5 Attorney JOHN J. HOBAN said gambling informations would 
ff a J- nst five ra f n and these were identified as NEAL 
,ELLIOTT, living in theJTOO block of St. Louis Road, ' 

ABJAHAM^CAUFFMAN,^^,;..block of North 16th Street, 1 
St .Louis, Illinois, GLENH^COWGILL,' 'l^OCTblock of North • 

3bth Street, East St. Louis, FREJ^KREIDER, 200 blb'te>~o'f- 

J? ui , s R ° ad -> Collinsville, Illinois and HARRY^^I^RKS, 

600 block-of Chestnut Street. Police said ELLIOTT operated 
the game and the others were croupiers. 

March 14, 1957 issue of the St. Louis Post 
Dispatch contained an article datelined at Fairfidd,Illinois 
which said that the WORTMAN gang was moving into that area, 

Wayne County, territory of the old Shelton Gang. According 
£?, the article, operators of private clubs, such as the 

were a PP roa ched by CHARLES 
W0RTMAN lieutenant, with propositions 
to install nevrpunch board, slot machines and pinball 
machines that pay off in whisky, all supplied bv the 
WORTMAN Gang. HARRIS was accompanied by a man intaeduced 
as Mr. GORDAN who was later identified as GORDAN^OSTER /<- <■ 
nephew of WORTMAN. The WORTMAN gro*p, accordinfto the _i~- 
article, bought out the juke business, slot machine and 

^ achl ^ e business of EARVVALKER, Herrin, Illinois, 
distributor of such devices to uhe private clubs T " WALKER 
had suffered a heart attack. 

The March 17, 1957, issue of the St. Louis P ost 

Dispatch contained an article which stated that reports had 

oeen received that the furniture was being moved from the 

f? d the Red Rooster Tavern to the moat surrounded 

MUDGE in jR ln S aid S * h °? 1 £ rea * StateJs Attorney RICHARD 

MUDGE, JR. said he had received a report that the boundary 
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between Madison and St. Clair Counties runs through the 
124 acre track on which the building is located, MUDG 
said he would have a survey made to determine whether or 
not the building is in Madison County. 


ASSOCIATES 
























5-.U 





OFFICE MEMORANDUM « UNITED STATES GOVffiNMENT 





cTv-1 



/-/*- *7 


ectcrp FBI 

Springfield (94=81 A) 

ANK LEONARD "BUSTER"^TQRTMAN 
FBI #739186 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE PILE 
(TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE) 

SiRINGPIELD DIVISION 


The following is a summary of the information comine 
to the attention cf Springfield Office concerning captioned 
hoodlum since the date of the last letter from Springfield to 
the Bureau s October 22, 1956s b 



‘J 



V 




0 , The Federal Grand Jury held some sessions in November 

and Decembers and again the latter part of January, but has 
not met recently to continue Its probe, 

a ««, . o the December session the Federal Grand Jury 

at East st » Louis, Illinois, returned an indictment against 

Bureau % 

Ste Louis (33=93 E5) ' * “ y * 

Springfield (9 Il=81A) (2 = 94-81B) 
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a VORTMAN associate, one SA*1&IN, charging MAG HI with perjury 
befarethe Federal Grand Jury and also furnishing false state¬ 
ments to Internal Revenue Service. MAGIN is free under bond and 

H™?£ es ^ n J ed by rormer Assistant United States Attorney RAT M. 
FOREMAN of Danville, Illinois . 7 


in the E8.M+ rii t# T lOulS i P ! 0S ? has carrie d numerous articles 
f n , tb ? Ea I b Sbo L°B is Journal during the latter part of 19^6 

19 ^7p indicating that the gambling casino operat 
ed in the old Ranch House Tavern building at 6600 Missouri P 
Mn^fS St St. Louis, Illinois, has opfrated almost 

a successful raid on the place by the Illinois 

&f a f ed * by Ca P taln ELZA BRANTLEY on March 8, 19?7. 
The Illinois State Police had raided the place previously on 

L957p and at that time found no evidence of gambling 

papers & in^e 1 le r il1 e E&St ? to L ° uls Jo ^ nal .*5 the 

i 11 ?! earned articles concerning 

raid headed by St. Clair County, Illinois, State*s Attorney 
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JOHN J„ HOBAH 
OL REINHARDT^ 


and St o Glair Comaty* Illinois« 
on January 11 c 1957 o_JMB|MB 


Sheriff LEONARD 
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The East St, Louis Journal on January 2, 1957$ re¬ 
ported results of inquiry by that newspaper into the operations 
of the Ranch House, This article stated that gambling opera¬ 
tion operated with Shill Car Service from St, Louis and from 
the Paddock Tavern, a WORTMAN controlled establishment at li29 
St, Louis Avenue, East St, Louis, Illinois, It also reported 
that, automobiles of patrons gambling at the establishment are 
not parked near the Ranch House, but are parked in a parking 
lot to the rear of the Cedar Inn Tavern which Is located 
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approximately 100 yards cr more up the road from the Ranch House 
hearer East St . Louis. (It should he noted that the Cedar Tnr> 
has for the past yeec or so been operated by one * GECRGfifcCHR is OS 
and his wife* PAULUtB^5RIS0S p neeS^ADAS. The liquor license, 
however, for this place was listed, according to the East St. 
Louis Journal, in the name of one PREFER AM. This_EastJ3t. 
.Louis.-Journal article reported that reporters of that paper had 
observed a 1955 Pink Cadillac automobile, bearing a Missouri 
license, which was trailed by the reporter from the gambling 
casino to the Paddock Tavern and a check by the newspaper of the 
Missouri license indicated It was issued to Consolidated Service 
Car Company at- 3434 Delmar Boulevard, St. Louis,/Missouri, which 
according to the paper- is operated by tt BIG JIMvMICHAELSo a 
well-known hoodlum and gambler from St. Louis,Missouri, who is 
observed frequently at thKPaddcok Tavern. This article also •' 
continued that hoodlums assbaiated with WORTMAN serve as Shill 
Car operators, shuttling patrcns from downtown St.^Louis and 
from the Paddock T&sern to the Ranch House gambddtEg^establish- 
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, v , Bureau agents have observed that the new building 
ostensibly being build by SA1. MAG IN on the edge of St. Clair 
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County near Collinsville p Illinois p which has been referred to 
in the press as being build by MAOIN for his teenage boy and 
friends as a "boys® club" and appears to be near completion. 



^^^^^^^mary27 P 1957 p Special Agents _ 

shdflpjPBIJm^pppersanally looked at the establishmen 
which is located oh a man-made island surrounded by what appears 
to be a moat. Agents noted that the building is completed as 
far as exterior construction but considerable work is apparently 
being done on the inside 0 Building consists of a brick con¬ 
struction and the main building is two stories high, while 
adjoining the two-story structure is a three-car garage extend¬ 
ing off one direction and a one-story portion of the building 
extending off in the ether direction,, The one-story portion of 
the building appears to be a wing which contains numerous bed¬ 
rooms and living quarters 0 Agents observed it appears the 
building has a full basement under the two-stor^ portion of the 
structure, which apparently is a rather deep basement. The 
ground level of the two story structure appears to be living 
quarters, with a large living room and a large fireplace c The 
second floor of the structure could not be observed by agents. 

Local newspaper publications have estimated the cost 
of this structure as about $250,000.00. 

On this date agents observed an International truck 
jarked in the driveway which truck had the names "JOE and M0E" 
printed on the side of the vehicle. . . 





\ei 


Agents also observed Inside of the building were 
various boxes of electric equipment with the naifce "FROST 
Electric Company", also were some boxes bearing tfce name 
'Missouri Peerless Company, Flyer Avenue. It should be noted 
the St. Louis telephone directory lists a FK0ST Electric 
Supply Company at 2840 L ocust Street, St. Louis, Missouri. 
The directory lists n© Missouri Peerless Company. 
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.. . Agents also observed a new road has been build from 

black-topped highway extending back to this build- 

to S tS d ™!S b ®?? build aoross the ditc ^ which leads up 

to the main building. It was observed that the bridge will be^ 
the only access to this building. S 

L ?? a l newspaper stories have published articles recently 
indicating that the present Madison County. Illinois StateV B ^ 

has said that he wSi^otp^rSt !nyga»bltog 
county and pxans to have the county engineer 
^o^ated^In £ ake «. certa * n whether this establishment is 

j£d to St! CUtollcSSg ! 7 ° r 0UUlie tbS b0untrles « Ma dison 

an articled the^-wt ttYi °5 ? a f oh 21 » !9S7» published 

tViT" 7° . vc Tae t vieol; that the Alton Brick Comoanv of Alton 

lili£oi?* filed with the Recorder of Deeds £*t Edwardsville* 
Illxnoisp tne county sea- cf Madison County,, Illinois a SliioJi Ph 
mechanic s .xw against "hoodlum PRANK ®BUSTER® WCRTMAN«s neat ^ 
surrounded clubhouse, south cf Collinsville". . 

I The lien Ix-sts the owners of the properl;y~as SaW^IAGIN — 

'W fhe l =: hls wlfe » *'• 

about half .cflhellata has*beeS pSd^toc^th^time^The thSt 

^ ^\ztiu^ se to 

show that ^In^nr 0 ^!? the reco ^ derts Office at Edwardsville 
,e! +u a tfiisOOO mortgage, secured by.a five-year note, was fllfirf 

for^he ipn ? n June *p 19 #. The MAGINS paid $ 16,000 11 * 

for the 120 -acre track, according to revenue stamps. * 

"WALTER and RUTH SCHILLER of Collinsville sold no 

^oL%i^‘ 0 ni: roSis ln s s o!«a .ilivr 

a^d^he^^ p^ert^iStf^lai/coin 0 ^! 63 ^ Madlson 

real estate^eflT 1 ?^ t u & transact ion was handled by a 

the onshore i*l% f?r the P' Jrohassr "«t.d 
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"Entrance to the island is in St, Clair County, but 
the rest of the tracts lies in Madison County, Reports are 
persistent that WORTMAN plans to use the building for gambling 
but MAGIN says he is building the structure as a clubhouse for 
his t6en-aged son and the son®s friends, " 
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It is noted in the above-entitled case that this 
hoodlum is currently under investigation by the Federal Grand 
Jury in East St. Louis, Illinois. He has resided in the East 
St. Louis, Illinois area and most of his activities and busi¬ 
ness connections have been centered in that area. « 


All pertinent information which has come to the 
attention of the St. Louis Division has previously been fur¬ 
nished the Springfield Division, which office also carries 
WORIMAN as a top hoodlum. 

Since WORTMAN's activities have mostly been centered^ 
in Springfield territory and in view of the instructions con¬ 
tained in SAC Letter 57-39 regarding all of the activities of 
an individual set forth in one memorandum, UACB WORTMAN will 
no longer be considered a top hoodlum of the St. Louis Divisior 
but subsequent information will be furnished to the Springfielc 
Office for inclusion in their summaries. 



2 - Bureau 

1 - Springfield (9^-8lA) (info.) 
1 - St. Louis (33-93E5) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
In Reply, Please Refer to *Y) 'Srf d, 

0 

FBAX£ LEONARD. WWIAN 
JZEL & Z22JM _ 

J-flcfraroun d and Personal ^ 

Because of a Federal Grand Jury inljuir\j at East St, 
Louis, Illinois, concerning the activities and business contacts 
and interests of WORTMAN , there is being set forth hereafter 
in part a newspaper article published in the East St, Louis 
Journal, East St, Louis, Illinois, August 19, 1956, relative 
to the history and activities of WORTMAN. 

This article states that back in April, 1934. 

WORTMAN and his brother, EDWARD WORTMAN, were arrested and 

^ZZd&n% i JSi„ participatin 9 in ° Belleville,^Illinois, burglary. 
ERAN XjWQRlfWlj fias using an alias of RICHARdWort) and EDWARD 



WORTMAN was using an alias of TED FLOOD. 

.. , . ?, n September 25, 1933, accompanied by 

the late hoodlum MONROE "BLACKIE" ARMES, assaulted Federal 
agents during a raid on a whisky still near Collinsville, 
Illinois, .and for this crime WORTMAN received a ten year 
sentence in the Federal penitentiary. FRANK WORTMAN was 
paroled March 6, 1941. 

A third man who had been charged with him in March 
of 1934, one HARLEY GRIZZELL, was later machine-gunned with 
another gangster, NORMAN FARR, just north of Caseyville, 
Illinois* 


This art * c2e does on to state that after FRANK 
WORTMAN was paroled in 1941, he began to form an empire with 
remants of the old SHELTON gang and he soon became associated 

°H CAP0NE 9 an gsters in Chicago. The above-mentioned 
ARMES was the southern Illinois lieutenant of the CAPONE 
element, until his death in 1944, which left FRANK WORIMAN. 

The article also states that some hint of the 
WORTMAN associations was made public in 1947 when RUTH 
VIRGINIA WORTMAN, then 22, half-sister of FRANK WORTMAN, 
was arrested in Kennett, Missouri, and charged with drivina 
a stolen car across the state line. Miss WORTMAN, a Chicago 


63 




k 


A 








resident then, told the sheriff '3 deputies at Kennett that 
she borrowed the car from RALPH CAPONE, brother of the late 
AL CAP0NE > to drive to the funeral of CARL 
SHELTON, who had been murdered at Fairfield, Illinois, on 
October 28 of that year. She said after the funeral she 

r^ViVL^r 0 Mis80Uri to visit friends and explained that 
CARL SHELTON was her godfather* 

a ~ * n a ^ 0U t 2945 associated himself with 

ELMER SILVESTER BOTTLING [FBI #1644-966), a St. Louis hoodlum 
Sr 10 ,\ 8 J 1010 living at Collinsville, Illinois. BOWLING, a 
World War II sergeant in the United States Army, was a 
prisoner of war. Buring a sixty day furlough after his 
liberation, he was arrested in St. Louis on a traffic 
charge in May of 1945 and found in possession of a .45 
caliber pistol. The license plates on the car he was drivino 
were issued to FRANK WORTMAN. 9 


. When the Kefauver Senate Crime Investigating 

jm%’™'JV<J'!. ea V one /f° ok Couni! V> Illinois, States Attornei 
JOHN BOTLE maclosed door session in 1950, they learned 

this public official had been an attorney for the Trans- 
jj?l ri l an Hews Publishing Company organised in Fairmont 
hl^ . b9 ,P AP0NE interests in 1946. BOTLE told the committee 
he did corporate work" for the firm from October 8, 1946. 
to June 9, 1947, receiving a $2,500.00 fee. 

The Trans-American Publishing Company was set up 
to muscle m on the Continental Press Service, controlled 
by gangster J AMES M. RAGEN, since murdered, and the Pioneer 
News Agency of St. Louis, then headed by PAUL "BEV" BROWN 
and CLARENCE "GULLET" OWENS. 

, T1 i e Con t inental Press at that time had a nation¬ 

wide monopoly on horse race results. The Pioneer Company 
served the St. Louis Metropolitan Company with race news V 
serince after obtaining it from Continental. The Reliable 
News Agency which operated in Fairmont City, Illinois. 

lt% Cen kt °/° St St ' L . ouis > Illinois, was incorporated in 
1946. The incorporation papers filed in Belleville tii 
listed GEORGE RICH , GORDON FOSTE R, and FRANK QUINN as * 
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m.,.,,.^ Meanwhile, in Missouri the Southwestern Bell 

sisr^ss*. W'srsBS.t-ssy: *>• 

ineornftr.A-fiS 0 ?« £f 47 i p * a *° Amusement Company was 

and other com operated devices. In ±/arc?i of 1943 +h/ 

i£nTZZ\?A «? \ltl7Vl^ s t s l n 0 lZ IVnllHl mth 

address of the Paddock Tavern, a WORTMAN owned establish 

trotyl of ¥RA™f H VfnLrl en l +Z< i0WSfl *»«*»," 

as BARNET BARTS, 'president ANd/eARRET’^r’' 1 . i J ted 

and ELMER DOWLING, secretary. BASBET ’ Vice prssjdsnt, 

ascoa n ta nt f' 1 lo 2 nis i L^*sr Jssotf?^ **• *«•<• 

Committee on February 24 1951 th^b h?® e 

and ^ WPIm! to'te dn aoooLiant ZrVour'tirL 

Plasta Attlus emewt Cotiidcltiv C & W T/\nn n " • * j inusy 

Reliable News Agen?yZ’lirnontCity ZT’LT/*' L ° Ut P 
Agency in St. Louis, Missouri. V * d * h Pioneers News 

337 of +hf 7 m\ d t he commit ' t oe that FRANK WORTMAN owned 

shares had a par taluV $ 100 %? w\oimu / irn '4 The 
shares, LOUIS "RED" SMITE 00 / 1 WORTMAN owned 225 

DOWLING held 336 shares^ ** ° nd ELMER 

Earlier GREGORY "RED" MOORE hn 4 . ._ 

rRSTo'NAM U9 alsl\n ife 0 " d JET ^rlLZe^ere 

2s »,bnt Aa? %lele star'se 7/ 24T5 a F ,OB * “<« "SK 

tfte Piasa /tr», acoordinp to 6en °° ld back t0 

St. Louis ‘dounty, E UUs^uri^ 0 Dllutu 1 Shtrirf' aCteT “" d • f ' ormeT 
in the notorious Hyde Park Casing in 7 enQi W ?? 7 ° P ? rt7ler 
was closed after an Illinois State Police raid inZls’l. k 
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+ht> pin** 'i he arb ^clf. stated that among the employees of 

lmu F wnwnninii^ ent u C ° mpani/ betwee n 1947 and 1951 was ■ 
r U - 3 * n * 955 was licensed by the City 

in that ^i+„ L ? U l Si *l llno%s > t° distribute pinball machines 

7is th Sulmil tV A^ nder t he j. n a me of Shan ™ck Service Company, 

712 Summit Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois. * y 

Jm , a. article goes on to state that the Plaza 

overthe\idwe«+ y ir af it r n* S or 9 ani *ation in 1947, took 
over the Midwest Novelty Company, the Le-May Novelty 

JoVnL V n.Bnn Wi W * si>b . roo r k Company, and equipment from the 
John LaBan Wire Music Company and the Murphy Distributing 

Company, according to GEORGE FRANZ. It was 9 not brought 9 
out, a ccor ding to this article, what methods were used to 
induce these firms to sell to the WORTMAN outfit. 

that the C G l°w a T FRAN r K 0250 Said ' ac cording to this article, 

WORTH AW*+» tnt L i an Co7 W an y was operated by EDWARD "TED" 
tiuHTMAN to 7iuxke loans to customers of the Pinsrn 
they could purchase equipment. J 1 Company so 

nn /-.rmrt Tbe art icle states that WORTMAN out PAUL "LFV" 

R.OWk s son, WILLIAM BROWN, to work as the manager of the 
Plaza Amusement Company and BROWN was still writing c,hecks 

he had r>v° 771 h any ,, as 2 2 te as Au 9 us *> 1949, but by that time 

hldrou^cTLlTatll 1 . ° f ^ ^neer 

i h frYihVieyzz ,1 

inl n est e ii a lti he borrowei l[SO,000.00 from his mothlr /o 

. T . he , article goes on to relate how the CAPONE 
RAmfs murder* 0 ^ °° n * r01 ° f the c ^^ental after 

Tear, s article states that the Senate Committee 

learned that the Contiental Company's business to book¬ 
makers was estimated to be between three and five "billion" 

rlllZUTTn^ts i*/ 1 * 0 S *° tes thePiVnelr clmpany 

received from its customers on an average $75.00 a week 
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back in those years for news service. The largest amount 
of $350,00 per week was received from one J. CARROLL, pre¬ 
sumably identical with the JAME S CARROLL who told the 
Senate Committee that his M <& "G operation in ' East St* Louis, 
Illinois, handled 20 million dollars of bets in 1949, which 
outfit was operated by MICHAEL GRADY and JOHN 'MOONEY. ■ 

The article also states that in 1950 former Illinois 
Attorney General IVAN ELLIOTT said the Pioneer Company had 
serviced 28 handbooks in Illinois, 'the two largest being 
the Hyde Park Casino and the former 200 Club, both of 
Madison County, Illinois, and that the Hyde Park Club 
grossed over $6,000,000.00 in 1947 and the 200 Club was 
grossing $1,500,000.00 per year. 

The article goes on to state that WILLIAM BROWN, 
referred to above, who headed the Pioneer News Company after 
leaving WOBTMAN's Plasa Amusement Company, is the same 
WILLIAM BROWN who was arrested in East St. Louis, Illinois, 
by local police on May 4, 1955, in rooms above the WORTMAN 
owned and controlled Terrace Lounge on Collinsville Avenue 
in &ast St. Louis, Illinois, where BROWN and another man in 
a small room were distributing racing results with a battery 
of seven telephones. The charges against these men, 
according to this article, were dismissed subsequently by 
tast St. Louis Police Magistrate HARRY CASSIN on the grounds 
that the search warrant used by the East St. Louis Police 
was faulty. At the time of this raid in May of 1955, the 
officers found o slip of paper, according to this article, 
which had on it the following: "First Call Red Rooster." The 
article described the Red Rooster as a long-time gambling 
establishment located on Collinsville Road between East 
St. Louis, Illinois, and Collinsville, Illinois, which had 
a license in the name of GORDON FOSTER. The telephone 
number of the Red Rooster turned up in some St. Louis, 
Missouri, gambling raids. Police in this raid also found 
a telephone bill addressed to GORDON FOSTER in care of 
the Terrace. 

The article states that East St. Louis, Illinois, 
Police Commissioner RUSSELL BEEBE said the evidence did not 
mean anything because many persons used the Terrace as an 
address who were not in any way connected with the niaht 
club. * y 


'The article goes on to state that this history, 
though ancient, was part of the story of WORTMAN's rise to 
power and prominence and goes on to relate part of a story 
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told to the Kefauver Committee in San Francisco in March 
of 1951 by a Cherokee Indian named CHARLES LUBBES , 

The article states LUBBES admitted being a liquor 
runner from Cairo, Illinois, into dry states and named his 
employer as HYMAN NJJBIN, whom LUBBES described as a "pal” 
of FRANK "B US TERROR TUAN. LUBBES is reported in the article 
assiying %hatwhen he was unable to get supplies he needed 
at Cairo, he obtained them from the Valley Distributing 
Company of East St. Louis, Illinois, and said he had met 
FRANK WORTMAN at the Valley firm many times and also stated 
that WORTMAN was a silent partner in several Cairo, Illinois, 
liquor firms. 

The article goes on to state that other companies 
connected with the gambling business, which apparently were 
associated with the WORTMAN enterprises, were the Melba 
Company of Fairmont City, Illinois, a mail order betting 
firm closely associated with Reliable Company, which company 
went out of business when its "take" dropped to $500.00 a day. 

The article states in explaining WORTKAN's influence 
that the Kefauver Senate Committee in 1950 while questioning 
1 FAT’ NOONAN of Jefferson City, Missouri, a confidant 
of the Governor of Missouri, FORREST SMITH, regarding a 
reported gift of $100,000.00 to SMITH's campaign fund by 
East St. Louis gamblers, got an admission from NOONAN that 
he had had conversations with WORTMAN and GREGORY "RED" 

MOORE, but declined to say whether he had collected contri¬ 
butions from them. 







An article appeared in the St. Louis Post Dispatch 
on August 12, 1955, which stated that operations of a gambling 
syndicate headed by BUSTER WORTMAN had been transferred from 
the Club Preview in Madison County, Illinois, to another 
casino near the Cahokia Downs Race Track on the eastern 
outskirts of East St. Louis, Illinois, in St. Clair County. 

On December 7, 1955, an issue of the St. Louis Post 
Dispatch contained an article which stated that a man-made 
island surrounded by a ditch approximately 40 feet deep was 
under construction on land in the Bethel Church area near 
Collinsville, Illinois, which land is owned by an associate 
of PRANK BUSTER WORTMAN. According to the article, WORTMAN 
was in the area looking over the tract before it was purchased 
and had been back several times to observe the progress of 
construction. SAM MAGIN, close associate of WORTMAN, 
reportedly had recently purchased the property. MAGIN at 
this time was manager of the restaurant at WORTMAN*s Paddock 
Tavern in East St. Louis, Illinois. 

The Illinois State Journal at Springfield, Illinois, 
on Wednesday, August 1, 1956, carried an article dateline 
at East St. Louis, Illinois, that WORTMAN, "reputed rackets 
boss in ohis area, and several associates have been subpoenaed 
to appear next week before a Federal Grand Jury for an inquiry 
into his business activities. n 
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The Illinois State Journal on Friday, July 28. 1956. 
carried an article, dateline at St, Louis, Missouri. (I.N.S.) 
and attributed to the St, Louis Post Dispatch, stated that 

P lanned question SAM MAGIN as manager 
of WORTMAN s East St, Louis, Illinois, tavern, the Paddock, 

v [ a ; n ' mmade island and buildings being constructed under 
direction near Collinsville, Illinois, According to 
and buildings were his own personal ^project 
and WORTMAN had nothing to do with them. The article con¬ 
tinued that there had been wide spread speculation that the 
island slated to be surrounded by water through a 40 foot 
moat, was planned as a gambling casino and an elaborate 
gang hangout. The article continued that the island con¬ 
struction job began late in the year of 1955 was proceeding 
steadily 9 and walls were beginning to rise from substantial 
foundations and footings for several buildings. The Post 
Dispatch, according to the article, said, "Visitors are not 
welcome at the project, where WORTMAN keeps a close watch," 









The July 10, 1956, issue of the St. Louis Post 
Dispatch contained an article which stated that WORTMAN testi¬ 
fied for one hour, twenty-five minutes on that date before 
a Federal Grand. Jury at Springfield, Illinois, which is 
conducting an investigation to determine if Madison County 
gamblers have been failing to report their incomes. The 
Government specifically is seeking to determine whether 
ItORTMAN and other gamblers operating on the East Side have 
been paying a $50.00 a year occupational tax and the 10% 
tax on gross income. The investigation was started April 6 
1956, after United States District Judge CHARLES G. BRIGGLE* 
sharply criticised Madison County authorities for lack of 
law enforcement. According to the article. United States 
Attorney JOHN B. STODDART JR., Southern District of. Illinois 
said WORTMAN was questioned about a report that an Internal * 
n 61 i ^ nu f Agent, investigating his income, was slugged in the 
Paddock Tavern, 429 St. Louis Avenue, East St. Louis. Illinois 
July 2, 1956. STODDART described WORTMAN as "the biggest ’ 
hoodlum of the St. Louis area who has been flouting the law 
fov sometime. 

An^article in the St. Louis Globe Democrat on 

wnlm'll* nl 9 +f s SGid t he 3 L reasJ i r 'V Agent reportedly recognised 
WORTMAN as the man who slugged him. The Agent was at the 
. tavern on a cabaret tax investigation. 

Legi timate__and Illegitimate Bus iness es 

„ , WORTMAN allegedly has interests in the Red Rooster 

Tavern, Club Preview, Paddock Tavern, The Ranch House Tavern, 

r 1 nLnn„ th ?+ La T t £? Uls ' I . llinois y area > the Plaza Amusement 
Company, St., Louis, Missouri, and the Chicago - St. Louis 

Express Freight Lines, St. Louis, Missouri. 





to-g.c ifli&a 


Although WORTMAN has numerous associations with all 
hoodlums in the St, Louis and East St, Louis, Illinois, area 3 
as well as elsewhere, his close associates are ELMER SYLVESTER 

des 
s 


Hangouts and Plac es of AmLSjejn&j, 

WORTMAN reportedly hangs out at the Paddock Tavern, 
the Ranch House Tavern in the East St, Louis, Illinois, area, 
and the Plaza Amusement Company, St, Louis, Missouri, 

Idej^tif^cati^D Regj^j^ 

The following identification record was received 
from the FBI Identification Division dated September 5, 1956 . 
for WORTMAN under FBI f?39186: 



LOWLINGy alias Dutch 9 former St % Louis hoodlum who now resi 



Contributor of Name and Arrested or 

Fing.erj)rints NmidlSX. Rec.eived C/iar^e -Disnosif ion 


PD St Louis Mo Frank Wortman 1-17-26 Dyer Act - viol 
#22901 


USM St Louis 
Mo 

SO Belleville 
Ill 


Frank Wortman 12-21-33 

# — 

Frank Wortman 4-14-34 

#~ 


PD Springfield Frank 'Wortman 6-23-34 
Ill #5936 


aslt on Govt relsd, on bond 
Off 1-3-34 


mutilating dism,, relsd, 

numbers on to Govt, Offi- 

firearm cers - case 

still pend will 
probably be broughi 
before GJ in Sept 
at East St Louis, 
Ill or at Oct, tern 
in this city (info 
‘ rec 9-1-34) 


aslt Fed *10 yrs 

Agent Leavenworth 






Contributor of Name and Arrested or 

£XM££X£2H2li& NumbeT- Q Jm zSLN. Hi 8£SlJLL£iSJl 


USP Leavenworth 
Fans 

Frank Wortman 
#45268 

7-7-34 

resisting US 
Officer 

10 yrs 3-6-41 
cond rel 

Commanding Frank Leonard 

General Services Wortman 
of Supply US Army #32-0RW 

Wash DC 

appli¬ 
cant for 
steamfitter 

3-30-42 


PD East St 

Louis Ill 

Frank Wortman 

#~ 

12-30-42 

inv 

rel 

SOS Army 

Frank Wortman 
#107-DEH-3 

steam- 

fitter 

3-9-43 



PD St Louis 

Mo 

Frank Wortman 
if22901 

3-8-44 

invest 

released 3-8-44 

USU St Louis 

Mo 

Frank Wortman 
#14203 

2-24-54 

contempt of 
crt 

4-6-54 rel 
subject to 
reappearance 


before Federal 
Grand Jury when 
notified 
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-- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Pkate Refer to 
File No. 
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FRANK LSON ARD^ORTMAN 
alias “BUSTER" 

FBI # 7391B6~~ 


BACKGROUND and PERSONAL HISTORY 



CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 



r v : r c 

64 OCT 24 1S57 






***** 









The East St. Louis, Illinois Journal, on September 
19j1957 published an article reflecting that one phase of 
work of the Internal Revenue Service concerning WORTMAN’S 
affairs is that of mailing letters to all types of business 
firms having any dealing with VIORTIiA.lI and other individuals 
reportedly associating with V70RTMAN. These firms have been 
requested to check their records to determine whether V70RTMAN 
or the others have counts with the firms, or whether they 
have had any transactions with the firms since January 1, 195>1* 

The number of letters mailed was unavailable; how¬ 
ever, the mailing is apparently on a coast-to-coast basis 
since the investigation in the extensive probe of VIORTMAN’S 
affairs has been national in scope. 
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Revenue teKS “ «* llst ,ttlched to the lnt » rM * 

PRANK BUSTER WORT MAN 

&nd DOROTHY WORTMAN 
2 - Summit Drive 
Collinsville, Illinois 

ELMER "DUTCH" DOWLING 

and EUNICE DOWLING 
2 - Hillcrest Drive 
Collinsville, Illinois 

SAM and ESTHER MAGIN 
1^0 Hillcrest Drive 
Collinsville, Illinois 

BERNARD J. PADGETT 

and HELENS PADGETT 
6915 West A Street 
Belleville, Illinois 

EDWARD J. HARE, alias EDWARD J. O’HARA 
alias EDWARD J. O’HARE 
and ANNETTE HARE 
518 Gray Blvd. 

East St. Louis, Illinois 

and Circle Dive, Caseyville, Ill, 

GORDON L. and VIVIAN POSTER 
14-09 St. Louis Avenue 
East St. Louis, Illinois 

GREGORY E "RED" and MARGARET L. MOORE 
2 - Valley View Place 
Ladue, Missouri. 





LEGITIMATE and ILLEGITIMATE BUSINESSES 


tfnr»iwiiT There has been no change in the reported interest 
.ORTMAN has in in legitimate and illegitimate businesses 
already furnished. 


ASSOCIATES 


In addition to persons previously noted as 
associates of WORTMAN, the following individuals 
associated with WORTMAN in his legitimate and ill 
businesses: 


are reportedly 
egitimate 









rented a 
given up 
Collinsv 


WORT KA IT rep 
the Broadvi 
he suite an 
1«. Illinoi 
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F B I 


Date: 


1 - 22-60 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM SAC, SPRINGFIELD (92-111) 

RE TOP HOODLUM PROGRAM 

AR 

WEEKLY SUMMARY 


FRANK "BUSTER” WORTMAN 
AR 

SI File 92-112) _ 

WORTMAN arraigned in U. S. District Court January 
19, 1960, on the indictment charging him with evasion of 
income tax and conspiracy to evade income taxes. He entered 
a plea of not guilty and is continued on $30,000 bond. 

Accomplishments: 

None. 


GIBBONS 


3 - Bureau 

% Springfield (92-111, 92-112) 




r/^ 


3a 


-2 6 


is JAN 25 1960 


M 


X/ 
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